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. . . The Next 75 Years

This year we at Bergen County Audubon Society are proud to be celebrating our 75 th Anniversary. On this landmark year
we need to begin by saying thank you to the many wonderful people that have dedicated themselves over these many
years to the notion that Bergen Audubon can make our environment better and protect our wildlife and our natural resources. Whether it has been volunteering as board members or offering their time to help us protect the environment,
it is these people that enabled us to reach this historical milestone. They have all devoted their lives, sacrificed their
time and dedicated themselves to help our birds and bring the love of nature to the last three generations.
We have seen many changes throughout those years--the loss of open space, unchecked urban sprawl and at times a
frightening disconnect from the natural world as our wildlife gets pushed aside in the name of progress. But we also
have seen many great things such as the return of the Bald Eagle , the Osprey and the Peregrine Falcon from the brink of
extinction, the comeback of our Meadowlands from a place thought to be lost forever to one of the most incredible urban
natural resources in the country. Our air and our water has gotten cleaner - thanks to landmark legislation like the
Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act and the Endangered Species Act …all of which are under attack as we speak.
What about the next 75? The challenges ahead sometimes seem overwhelming, climate change, the power of giant unchecked corporations, and the constant attempts by members of Congress to turn the clock back when it comes to our
hard won environmental laws, protections that have guarded our wildlife and the people over these many years . The
next 75 may be the most hard fought when it comes to our environment in our history, but we can begin now to be sure
our next generation is prepared for these challenges.
We cannot hope to have our future generations care about endangered species, climate change or habitat loss unless we
find ways to bring them the joy, love and passion of nature that we all are lucky enough to have and try our very best to
keep them connected to the forests, fields and meadows that are just outside their door. That in my opinion is our true
challenge for the next 75 years. We all need to take the responsibility to make sure our children, grandchildren, neighbors, students, cousins, uncles, friends and anyone at all find, at least in a small way, the understanding and appreciation of the natural world around us. I have the faith that we can and will do just that, and it is with all my heart that I
believe Bergen County Audubon Society will be there to lead the way.

DON TORINO

SAVE THE DATE:

BCAS 75th ANNIVERSARY DINNER
Thurs., September 22, 2016
7pm, The Graycliff, Moonachie, NJ

Special Speakers, bird and nature tales, and a slideshow of our field trips and special events through the years.
* * * * *
Tickets are being sold by our Anniversary Committee and at Wild Birds Unlimited, Paramus, NJ. Tickets can also be
purchased on our website - http://www.bergencountyaudubon.org. If you have questions you can email Don Torino greatauk4@gmail.com or call 201-230-4983
Committee Members: Mary Kostus, Marie Longo, Karen Riede, Joe Koscielny, Nancy Salvati, Beth Goldberg, Patrice Torino and Flo Rutherford.
Tickets must be purchased by Wednesday, September 14, 2016.
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In our 24th year of conducting the Spring Bird Count, we enjoyed
many wonderful spring migrants on a beautiful day. There was
an amazing assortment of bird species passing through our
region, and we had an excellent set of volunteers out in the field
to find them. The 2016 spring migration was far stronger than in 2015,
when prevailing winds seemed to deflect most birds away all through the
season. We fell just a few species short of the record set in 2014. Instead,
there were successive waves of good birds arriving in April and May, with a
strong push of new birds just in time for our event on May 14.
Highlights included 26 different warbler species, with record numbers of
Cape May and Bay-breasted Warblers on the day. There were some
surprising waterfowl lingering late, including a few Pintail and
Canvasback. Some of the best sightings are highlighted in boldface in the
list on pg. 11.
We had 12 different teams in the field, but I want to especially thank Chris
Takacs for his outstanding efforts. Unlike the rest of us, Chris and his team
had actively scouted the area for weeks in advance, and many of the best
birds required that extra effort to find them quickly. Although the nice
weather was also helpful, the Spring Count reminds us that American
birdlife remains vibrant and exciting to follow through the seasons. I thank
the BCAS volunteers who helped to produce a superb result. We hope that
many of you will join us in the field for upcoming events.

One of the best things about leading Bergen Audubon as the President has been
the opportunity to meet many devoted, hardworking people in many small communities around Bergen County that are committed to conservation and making the environment a better place for their neighbors and the wildlife around
them. These unsung heroes have given of themselves with little recognition and
often with personal sacrifice. So it is in their honor that we are proud to announce our annual “Bergen County Audubon/Harold Feinberg Conservation Award”.
This award is named in honor of Harold Feinberg, our long time member and
field trip chairman for many years. Harold has been a mentor, an enthusiastic
supporter of our endeavors and has always given freely of his expertise with a
combination of patience and knowledge that few possess.
We are asking you to nominate a candidate that you think should be recognized
with this award. Please send us the name of someone who you think has worked
hard on behalf of the environment and the BCAS board will consider them for
the Award. (Current BCAS board members are not eligible to receive the award.)
Nominations must include:
A) Name and address or phone number of the individual.
B) Description of their accomplishment; why you think this individual(s) should
receive this award (400 words or less).
C) Your name and address or phone number.
-All nominations must be received no later than September 30, 2016
with award presentation to be made at our December meeting .
-Submissions may be mailed to BCAS, PO Box 235, Paramus, NJ 07653
or email to Don Torino at greatauk4@gmail.com
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discovered her interest in nature at about 5 or 6 years old in Chicago, Ill. where she was born and raised.
Linda’s family would vacation in Northern Wisconsin where her Dad would answer her questions about birds that she
saw along the way as they passed by pastures with cattle. Birds like Red-winged Blackbirds, and Cowbirds were well
noted. She married Bob in 1969 after they both graduated from college. Then a job offer to Bob in 1973 brought them to
NJ, the Garden State. Linda said that her birding life was enhanced through NJ Audubon and BCAS. She now lives in
Colorado with her family.
Linda saw a notice in a local newspaper that NJ Audubon was offering classes on "
”.
She attended this program (over 2 years) with Jean O'Blenis as the leader. In 1985 she joined BCAS and
did lots of volunteering at Hawk watches on Mt. Peter & Hook Mt. and participated in many Bergen County Christmas Counts with BCAS in Park Ridge, Woodcliff Lake and Lake Tappan with Ken Witkowski. She
also monitored Bluebird trails for 11 yrs. and a Purple Martin Colony for 4 yrs. and also assisted and
worked on Grassland bird surveys for Wallkill River NWR.

This photo (left) is at bluebird box.

Linda remembers many field trips with Jean Burton, her best birding buddy, who did not approve of her going birding
alone, although she did so on her own often, she says. Jean and she ended up leading a few of those trips once they had
scouted area. Linda participated in many Bergen County Christmas Counts with BCAS in Park Ridge, Woodcliff Lake
and Lake Tappan with Ken Witkowski. She said that Harold would call us the Dynamic Duo but not too sure what he
meant by it.
Her favorite place to bird back then was Edwin B. Forsythe NWR, Brigatine, NJ. Favorite raptors were the Red-tailed
Hawk & American Kestrel and favorite passerines and breeding birds were Bluebirds & Purple Martins.

said that her family always liked nature so she was influenced at around 4 or 5 years by
relatives who lived on Wisconsin farms. There was always something exciting to see from hawks to chickens. Around 5 yrs old, she remembered marching in a town parade in costume carrying her pet pidgeon.
Her mom raised canaries and so influenced her love of birds as well. She remembers as a very young
person that the house was filled with birds singing to a loud radio station broadcast for that purpose. At
9 years, she started a birding club at school.
Jean joined BCAS in 1986. Her impressions were, "Less members but very avid birders. Members helped each other. I will
always remember a birding class with Dale Rousselot. Everyone helpful and a pleasure to lead field trips
with them. "
Jean didn’t serve on board but led trips in and out of state for some local sanctuaries and was a volunteer and
helper with feeder cleaning, collating newsletters, and field trip leader. Jean also monitored Bluebird nests
with friend, Linda as shown in these photos. Edwin Forsythe NWR.in Brigantine, NJ was one of her favorite birding locations.
"My favorite person and constant partner was Linda Peskac. For years at the drop of a hat, we would take off to see some
interesting bird anywhere – in and out of state." Her favorite bird? She loved owls. Jean maintained a roosting owl box for 28
years until she moved but the owls did not and remained with the new owners. Hope they like owls as much as Jean!!
Unusual bird tales include 1) "We were observing a great gray owl when a man jumped out of a car with a bucket of mice only
to run across the field to toss them at the owl. It was an unbelievable sight in Ipswich, Massachusetts "and 2) "in Cape May
we noted a car that had drilled holes all over it. While watching these two people, we saw they had metal buttons which held
bird pictures lining the interior of their car."
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Unless noted, all field trips are rain OR shine. For last minute changes due to inclement weather or other conditions,
please notify trip leader. For additional information or to make suggestions for field trips,
For a complete list of directions to field trip sites , please visit www.bergencountyaudubon.org
September 4 (Sun) 10:00 AM Losen Slote Creek Park. Thrushes, Warblers and other fall migrants. Contact: Don Torino 201230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
September 6 (Tues) 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy. Warblers and other fall migrants. Contact: Don Torino 201-2304983 greatauk4@gmail.com
September 11 (Sun) 9:30 AM Indian Pond in Teaneck. We’ll look for egrets and shorebirds and fall migrants. Contact: Don
Torino 201-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
Fall Migrants.
Contact: Dave Hall 973-226-7825 david.hall@einstein.yu.edu
We’ll be watching migrant Raptors, especially Broadwinged Hawks and local Eagles and Peregrine Falcons. Contact: Peggy O’Neill 201-868-5829 omargarito@aol.com
September 18 (Sun) 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy. Warblers and other fall migrants. Contact: Don Torino 201-2304983 greatauk4@gmail.com
201-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com

Warblers, Shorebirds, Egrets and other fall migrants. Contact: Don Torino

September 22 (Thurs) 10:00 AM Ramapo County Reservation. Warblers, Thrushes and other fall migrants. Contact Chris
Takacs 201-207-0426 americanchris22@gmail.com
Fall migrants, especially Shorebirds and Egrets. Contact:
Peggy O’Neill 201-868-5829 omargarito@aol.com or Bill Resotko 732-899-2004
September 25 (Sun) 10:00 AM NJ Botanical Garden Nature Walk. Looking for Butterflies, Flowering plants and fall migrants.
Contact: Don Torino 201-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
Torino 201-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com

Shorebirds, Herons, Egret, Sparrows and other fall migrants. Contact: Don

October 4 (Tues) 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy. Sparrows, Warblers and other fall migrants.
201-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
americanchris22@gmail.com

Contact: Don Torino

Sparrows and other fall migrants. Contact Chris Takacs 201-207-0426

October 16 (Sun) 9:30 AM Teaneck Creek Conservancy. Looking for sparrows and other fall migrants. Contact: Don Torino 201
-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
Torino 201-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com

Herons, Ducks, Sparrows, Shorebirds, and other birds of interest. Contact: Don

October 20 (Thurs) 8:30 AM Branch Brook Park. Meet at welcome center 1/2 mile north of Heller Parkway. We will
carpool from there. Contact: Dave Hall 973-226-7825 david.hall@einstein.yu.edu
Sparrows and other fall migrants.
Contact: Dave Hall 973-226-7825 david.hall@einstein.yu.edu
October 23 (Sun) 10 AM The New Weis in Ringwood. Sparrows and fall migrants. Contact Don Torino,
201-230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
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LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP - Edith Wallace and Joan Clark

Edith remembers being no more than three years old when her father took her for walks identifying
plants and learning their botanical names. She said that no one told him that three was too young for
scientific terminology although she said that she still recalls many of those words to this day.
Her father’s nature lessons continued all of his life. He was a Ph.D.--chemist/bacteriologist. Her sister was surprised when she learned that there are people who cannot distinguish between oaks and
maples.
Edith was in high school when she joined the Hackensack Audubon Society and
has been a member ever since. That was awhile ago. (Yes its back in the early

70’s, Editors Note)

Edith served as conservation chair for over three years and she was always available to explain
botanical questions and help those on field trips to enjoy and learn of the local flora and fauna.
Above she is accepting the Harold Feinberg Conservation Award from its namesake.
When asked her favorite place to bird – she said she enjoyed being a backyard birder. She does not have a favorite
bird and said, “I can no more choose my favorite bird than my favorite tree or child. We moved recently and Bluebirds are nesting in a bird house left by the previous owners. We are so pleased to share our space with bluebirds.”
BCAS has been very pleased to have Edith share her space with us over the years.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
This is an interview I had with Joan Clark in May, 2015. She passed soon after but her recollections are a birder's
dream. Joan was living on Lake Champlain in an Independent Living Community when last we spoke. Her children got in touch to add commentary on their parents' life in New Jersey. (*See below)
She and her husband, Dewey Clark were past presidents of our organization and a driving force in the 70s before
Dewey retired, he died soon after. Joan and Dewey had visited five continents in their quest for birds. They moved
from Oradell, to Keeseville, NY where they had 44 acres of land. They built a year-round home there. After Joan
lost Dewey, she stopped birding. She began again after several years as a tribute to Dewey. They had planned a
Kenya Trip but she could not go without him so she did visit Africa but not Kenya. Joan went to the final two continents missed with Dewey – Africa and Antarctic. She went with groups such as “Trips with ‘Field Guides’ and Phil
Gregory (Australia). After that she decided to see all the bird families of the world. Her life list numbers 7,000 birds.
I asked Joan about her favorite birds? She said the Penguins were her very favorite and she saw all seventeen but
not the Emperor and so her second trip to Antarctic was to see this big bird. She travelled to South America and
then took a helicopter to Ross Island in Antartica to see the Emperor and their rookery. Joan said she was glad that
Dewey had bought her a special seat with walking sticks that she used for this trip. So she sat down after being lowered onto Ross Island. She didn’t think she’d get very close to this wonderful bird BUT was totally surprised that
these big birds walked over to her for a closer look. She said it was a special moment in her life of birding.
Joan said that she sees Mockingbirds, Cardinals, Blackcapped Chickadees up in New York State near Canada where
once she remembers these birds weren’t even seen in NJ back in the 80’s. She said that she and Dewey began their
love of birding on their honeymoon at Hawk Mountain. She treasured her bookshelf where she has many books on
birds of the world and the US. Her life list is sitting there with all her beloved books. Rest in peace.
*They purchased their home in Oradell in1958, and stayed there until the early 1990's. So once they settled in Bergen County, they
stayed. I remember as a child they would call the Rare bird alert recording, and we would head off to some far off marsh. People
would bring injured or lost baby birds to my parents, everybody knew they were birders. They were frequently interviewed by t he
Record, and it became a joke with my parents that the paper would print: "Clark said..." followed by something completely misconstrued regarding birds. I also know that my parents worked to educate people regarding the "abandoned" baby birds found in backyards, to just leave them so the adults would return to them. My parents relished mentoring younger birders.
Kevin Karlson may recall some stories about my parents' early birding days."

Cathryn Clark
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SAVE THE DATES FOR OUR ANNIVERSARY SPEAKERS.!
Dr. Frank Gill will be the distinguished guest speaker at our
Anniversary Celebration at The Graycliff in Moonachie, NJ, 7:00 pm

Dr. Frank Gill is an American ornithologist with worldwide research interests and birding experience, author,
and Citizen Science Innovator. Gill was raised in Teaneck, NJ. He reported becoming interested in birds at the
age of seven when his grandfather showed him a song sparrow in a birdbath. Gill became senior vice-president
and director of science for the National Audubon Society from 1996-2004. Gill's published works include over
150 scientific and popular articles.

David Allen Sibley will be a guest lecturer at the Meadowlands Environmental
David Allen Sibley's ongoing efforts to understand the birds and trees of North America have led him to write
and illustrate the celebrated Sibley Guide series. His inventive presentation include inspired lectures, illustration workshops, and nature walks. The Sibley Guide to Birds contains over 6,600 original illustrations by Sibley,
now recognized as America's leading ornithologist/ illustrator. David Allen Sibley is the preeminent brand in
American birding, and everywhere he goes, hundreds of fellow birders come out to meet him for his inventive presentations
and lectures. Sibley is married, with two sons, and currently lives in Concord, Mass.

On Thursday, December 1 at 7 pm, Richard Crossley will be a guest lecturer, at the Meadowlands Environmental
Richard Crossley is an internationally acclaimed birder, photographer and award winning author of 'The
Crossley ID Guide' Series. His love of the outdoors and his interest in teaching, design, and technology
has shaped his unique vision for the future of birding and bird books. He lives in Cape May, NJ with his
wife and 2 daughters.

SCHEDULE OF MONTHLY PROGRAMS & MEETINGS , SEPT

Unless stated otherwise, meetings are held on Wednesdays at Teaneck Creek Conservancy, Puffin Way, Teaneck.
Business Meeting at 7:30pm. Programs begin at 8pm.
–
and Why They Aren’t All That Bad, by Rick Wright.
Have you ever found yourself trying to explain to a new birder why that fancy black and white duck isn’t called
“ring-billed,” or why that woodpecker with the red head isn’t a red-headed woodpecker? It’s true: Bird names just don’t
make that much sense sometimes. Join Rick Wright in an exploration of just what went wrong in naming some of our familiar birdsand how tracking down the stories behind the misnomers can make some of them seem not quite so bad after all.

Rick Wright is a prolific contributor to birding literature and the author of the American Birding Association’s
Field Guides to Birds of New Jersey and of Arizona, and of the forthcoming Peterson Reference Guide to North American
Sparrows. He currently lives in NJ with his wife and Labrador retriever.

– Hawk Identification, by Giselle Chazotte Smisko.
Hawk watching can be both exciting and challenging. Each fall migrating hawks create a spectacular display as
they soar through the sky by the thousands. Learn the finer points of identifying the species that reside or migrate through
the Northeast. Live birds will be part of the presentation with question and answer period afterward.

Giselle Chazotte Smisko is a naturalist, photographer, wildlife rehabilitator, and a Master Bird Bander. She now
directs the Avian Wildlife Center in Sussex County with the help of her husband John Smisko.

– American Kestrel Program by Melanie Mason.
The American Kestrel is the smallest, most beautiful and widespread Falcon in North America and one of two Falcon species that nest in NJ. Although the Kestrel is widespread, the northeastern Kestrel population is declining and listed
as a Species of Special Concern in NJ. Live birds will be part of the presentation with Q&A following the presentation.

Melanie Mason is a wildlife biologist with the Conserve Wildlife Foundation (CWF) of NJ. Melanie has been involved with American Kestrel research and conservation for several years. She helped to design and facilitate breakthrough
migration research using geolocator technology for the first time on Kestrels in NJ.
If you have suggestions or would like to help with future programs,
please contact Karen Riede @theriedes@hotmail.com
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1941-2016

TO THE NEXT 25 YEARS

A few days before Pearl Harbor on December 5, 1941 a small group of naturalists, birders and conservationists
held a meeting at the Hackensack YMCA and decided to form a club. They called it the Hackensack Audubon
Society. The first few years, they were tied down with gas rationing and restrictions on places to go- even the
Oradell Reservoir was "off limits" because the government feared sabotage. After the war years, it became a
very active local club, with a few hundred members, and monthly meetings much like we have now. The club ran
an extensive field trip schedule, with a focus on longer trips to farther locales including the National Wildlife
Refuges at Jamaica Bay, Brigantine, the north shore of Massachusetts, and Bombay Hook in Delaware. It was
unaffiliated with either National Audubon Society or New Jersey Audubon Society for its first 39 years of operation.
Hackensack Audubon Society met in many different locales in and around Hackensack, including the Johnson
Public Library and the Bergen Museum. Later Bergen County Audubon Society met for many years at Flat Rock
Brook Nature Center, before moving to the Puffin Center and DeKorte Park. In the 70's, dues were $5.00 for
individual and $8.00 for a family. Today we are $20.00 so run and update your membership before we catch up
to inflation rates.
In June of 1950, the first publication of The Blue Jay was mailed to its members and a major source of
communication began between the community, neighborhoods, government and enthusiasts of the environment. This drawing (l) by Bronx Zoo staff artist, Lloyd Sanford has
been used in various forms up to our present logo (r) created in 2014 by Paula Dias.
We have been fortunate to have many artists through the first fifty years to serve as our cameras
on the natural world. They have created breathtaking sketches of wildlife, from Pilot Whales to Evening Grosbeaks and Bullfrogs. People like the Quinn family: Ray, Mary, Steven; Marilyn Richberg, & Tom Fitzpatrick
among many others.
In the 80's on, there were gifted photographers like Rudy Van Gelder and Kevin Karlson whose wildlife photography graced the Blue Jay front pages. As we approached the digital world, new platforms opened and we have
instant access to recent sightings or postings on Facebook, read our newsletter on the BCAS website or on our iphones as a powerful mobile tool.
In 1971 only a few members still lived in Hackensack and the group was renamed Bergen County Audubon Society to reflect their growing voice in this region. They became a local chapter of the National Audubon Society in
1980. BCAS grew rapidly in the late 1970s and its membership has reached more than 2000 families today, and
like its early founders continues to be an important voice in our local society.
The club’s first president was John Boldtmann. Bill Downin was the first Vice-President, and later President,
staying active for over 50 years. Over time the club has also had many women as leaders, of whom Janet Hermann was the earliest female President. When the club joined National Audubon Society, Jean O’Blenis was
President.

In leafing through our Blue Jays for this 75th Anniversary, I found that it’s the spirit and energy of the members
that is reflected in its leadership throughout the years. Yes, the people have changed but others have taken
their place and continue the precepts of our beliefs and goals to serve and protect the natural world going out as
a voice. Our Legacy series has tried to capture that spirit and I believe that our early founders would be proud
of our voice that grows on behalf of conservation and education. There will be many early Blue Jays
present, available for viewing at our Anniversary Dinner on Sept. 22nd.
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Graycliff Buffet
BCAS 75th Anniversary Dinner Menu
Sept. 22, 2016
When you arrive. enjoy
Fresh vegetable crudite with a spring dip, Panaderia station, Elegant fruit display,
Array of cheeses, Selection of crackers and biscuits, Garden fresh
bruschetta, Calamari salad, Authentic chinese noodles,
Cold antipasto display, Grilled and roasted peppers,
Grilled vegetable display.

Pasta Station
Penne vodka
Mushroom ravioli
Cavatelli with broccoli in garlic olive oil

Salads
Garden tossed, Caesar,
Fresh mozzarella & tomatoes,
Variety of pasta salads

Silver Chafing Dishes
Chicken Piccata
Filet mignon Barolo in wine sauce
Eggplant rollatine
Filet of sole Florentine
Roasted potatoes & fresh medley of vegetables

Dessert
Anniversary Cake
Coffee, Decaf, Assortment of teas
**
**
Unlimited beer, wine & soda. Cash bar
ARE YOU HUNGRY? Contact any of the following committee members to
purchase your tickets or go online and purchase!
Committee Members: Mary Kostus, Marie Longo, Karen Riede, Joe Koscielny,
Nancy Salvati, Beth Goldberg, Patrice Torino and Flo Rutherford.
(phones listed in BlueJay Board & officers list).
Tickets $50.00 can also be purchased on our website http:www.bergencountyaudubon.org/ . If you have questions you can call 201
-230-4983 or email Don Torino -greatauk4@gmail.com.
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I attended the 80th session of Audubon Camp at Hog Island, Maine thanks to a Bergen County Audubon Scholarship,
along with 34 other adults and 15 teenagers. The camp I chose was Field Ornithology.
I expected to learn a lot about birds and see at least one Black Guillemot and an Atlantic Puffin. What I did not expect
was to hear the heartbeat of a Northern Parula, hold a Herring Gull chick and see at least three Magnolia Warblers, Purple Finch, Alder Flycatcher, 50 Bobolink and over 40 Common Eider male
and female, Pileated Woodpeckers flying through the woods, hear and see a
Northern Loon calling, three kinds of Terns, Common, Arctic and Roseate
and a Red-necked Grebe.
I affectionately refer to Field Ornithology as Birding Boot Camp. We were
up at 5:45 am for an early morning bird walk on the first day and active all
day long with a guest lecture every night and meeting until 8pm. We were
in bed by 9pm and up again by 5 the next morning with breakfast at 7am.
There were activities all day long but always times for breaks where we
could take walks about the spruce forest. The island and area has a mystical magical feeling that could only come from
being in a Spruce forest covered in different lichens and Old Man's Beard Moss. The Osprey platform outside my cabin
was occupied by a Male and Female and three hatchlings. There was a Phoebe nest with three young above the side employee door to the dining room.
We took trips around various islands and learned the history of the islands from the boat Captain and his first mate Meghan who was an attractive strapping female native Maine-lander who pulled up one of her lobster traps one day and
explained how to tell the difference between a male and female lobster. She also measured the carapace and explained
that it had to be between 3.25 and 5 inches. Larger than 5 inches or a female with eggs it was thrown back to keep the
gene pool strong.
I highly recommend taking a course at Hog Island. Bring warm clothes as the temperature can drop drastically. Expect to
learn not only about birds but about native flowers; there were plenty of pink lady slippers, Bunch berry, partridge berry,
quaking aspen, Blue flag Iris, Lupine and Maple leaf viburnum among others. The instructors were experts in their field.
I got to set up a bird mist net and watch four species banded.
I know I'm going back to take more courses from this wonderful place and recommend that anyone interested in the environment take a course there. If you know a teenager who is interested in Ornithology, Ecology, or Natural History - apply
for a scholarship or send them to camp. The teenagers actually got to get onto Egg Island and hold a Leach's Storm Petrel
and stay in the blinds observing Puffins and Terns up close. They had their own field trips, lodging and separate meetings
as well as access to our dining and meetings. Teenagers and adults ranged from California, Arizona, Georgia, Florida and
Canada and many of the adults were retired doctors and professionals. If you are looking at taking a birding or ecology
vacation, put Hog Island at the top of your list. For more information check out. http://hogisland.audubon.org/
Special thanks to Bergen County Audubon Society, HogIsland.org, Friends of Hog Island
Director for Field Ornithology week Professor Sarah Morris, Instructors Kevin McGowan, Professor AngeNelson, Heather Richard, Pete Salmansohn, Eric Snyder, Drew Weber, Anthony Hill, Dr. Peter Vickery, Kerry
Thompson, Program Manager Eva Matthews, Chef Cleo Bell, kitchen assistants and kitchen volunteers, and boat Cap-

Patrick Carney was awarded a $2,000.00 college scholarship by BCAS. Patrick will attend the University of Delaware with a double major in Entomology and Wildlife Ecology and Conservation.
Patrick was also awarded a plaque in appreciation of all his volunteer
hours with BCAS projects and events throughout the years.
Patrick is shown above with BCAS president, Don Torino and then with his parents (r).
Best of luck at the University of Delaware, Patrick!
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-BCAS has certified
gardens thus far. Interested in getting your garden certified?
Please visit www.bergencountyaudubon.org/cwg for requirements and an application.
BCAS donated 20 pairs of binoculars and 14 assorted field guides to the
in Ringwood. The field guides will
enhance their library, the books and binoculars will also be used for their field trips, camps and education programs.
-the 33rd season of Audubon Adventures is titled
! Students will learn about owls,
waterbirds, bird diversity and John James Audubon. Since its inception in 1984, more than 7 million students have participated in the program. BCAS proudly sponsors the Audubon Adventures program
The program can be used in
schools, libraries, camp programs, clubs and after school programs. Each printed kit serves 32 students and will be mailed
to the school. Interested in joining the Audubon Adventures family? Contact Marie Longo MLongo8383@aol.com (201) 4980809.
was a great success. The
theme was
and the students produced
some great artwork. The winners, their families and
teachers, over 160 in all, attended the awards ceremony
and exhibit held at the Meadowlands Environment Center
in Lyndhurst on June 4th.
In addition to a Wild Birds Unlimited bird feeder, seed,
poster and Jr. Birder book,
1st place winners received a $25.00 Barnes & Noble gift
card.
2nd place winners a $20.00 Barnes & Noble gift card.
3rd place winners a $15.00 Barnes & Noble gift card.
All winners received a certificate and prize ribbon.
Honorable Mention and Merit winners received a

poster. Each school received a PBS Nature DVD.

-spaces are still open for the Junior Naturalist Program at Teaneck Creek Conservancy on Sunday,
August 21 from 1PM-3PM. Open to ages 7-12, registration required.
Contact Marie Longo, MLongo8383@aol.com (201) 498-0809.

Participating schools: East Brook Elementary School-Park Ridge, Emerson Jr. High, Oradell Public School, St. Joseph Academy-Bogota, West Ridge Elementary School-Park Ridge
-Maya E.,
-Arianna D.,
-Madison K.
L., Leila S., Carly S.
-Julia B., Elizabeth B., Samantha D., John M., Veer M.
S., Ava Z.

-Sharon S.,
-Anna A.,
-Adam A.
-Eleni D., Madison O., Gabriel T., John S., Brynn W.

-Celine A., Kathleen B., Annabel
-Kate D., Kiera M., Connor O., Aldila

-Hailey D.,
-Nirvana R.,
-Sophia C.
Omar L., Sophia T.
-Ava K., Myla L., John M., Daniel S., Christopher W.

-Olivia B., Dillon B., Aubrey L.,

-Yuya N.,
Christina V., Olivia W.

-John L., Elizabeth M., Mary P.,

-Sam S.,
Alexander M., Emma M.
-Joey Z.,
Daniella N., Ashley-Kate O.

-Audrey G.,
-Michelle M.
-Abigail D., Caitlin G., Alexis H., Aidan L., Kyra S.

-Elena L.,
-Vivel V.
-Caroline B., Nyhiem J., David M.,
-Hayley L., Sophie L., Emma B., Catalina M., Sara V.
-Julia F.,
-Liana R.
-Emily D., Alexander D., Chloe F.,
-Katherine H., John J., Christian M., Ashlyn S., Joshua T.
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Dbl-crst. Cormorant

57

Great Blue Heron
Great Egret
Snowy Egret
Green-backed Heron
Bl-crn. Night Heron

20
27
10
6
10

Mute Swan
Canada Goose
Wood Duck
Green-winged Teal
Blue-winged Teal
Am. Black Duck
Mallard

20
149
14
9
2
8
215

Gadwall

24

Com. Merganser
Ruddy Duck
Turkey Vulture
Black Vulture
Osprey
Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shin. Hawk
Cooper's Hawk
Red-shldrd. Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
American Kestrel
Peregrine Falcon
Ring-nkd Pheasant
Wild Turkey

2
27
13
7
10
7
3
2
3
2
26
1
2
1
26

Virginia Rail
Common Moorhen
Semi-palm. Plover
Killdeer
Gr. Yellowlegs
Ls. Yellowlegs
Solitary Sandpiper
Spotted Sandpiper
Semiplm. Sandpiper
Least Sandpiper
Dunlin
Short-bld. Dowitcher

2
3
5
20
67
20
9
14
90
351
3
4

Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
Gr. Bl.-backed Gull
Forster's Tern
Black Skimmer
Rock Dove

22
13
7
4
4
37

Mourning Dove
Yellow-b. Cuckoo
Black-b. Cuckoo
Common Nighthawk

145
10
2
17

Eastern Screech Owl
Great-horned Owl

1
2

Chimney Swift
Ruby-thr Humngbird
Belted Kingfisher
Red-bellied Woodpkr
Yellow-b. Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
Eastern Phoebe
Gr. Crst. Flycatcher
Eastern Wood-Pewee
Willow Flycatcher
Least Flycatcher
Eastern Kingbird
Tree Swallow
N. Rough-w. Swallow
Cliff Swallow
Bank Swallow
Barn Swallow
Blue Jay
Common Raven
American Crow
Fish Crow
Bl-capped Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
White-br. Nuthatch
Carolina Wren
House Wren
Marsh Wren
Blue-gr Gnatcatcher
Veery
Hermit Thrush
Swainson's Thrush

45
9
6
54
3
33
9
44
8
9
17
10
9
2
8
171
38
28
1
104
94
2
25
18
27
40
12
13
20
50
29
15
4
18

Wood Thrush
American Robin
Gray Catbird
N. Mockingbird
Brown Thrasher
Cedar Waxwing
European Starling
White-eyed Vireo
Red-eyed Vireo
Blue-hd Vireo
Yellow-thr. Vireo

46
375
200
28
4
96
236
1
36
7
6

Warbling Vireo

5

Blue-winged Warbler
Pine Warbler
Tennessee Warbler
N. Parula Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Orange-cr. Warbler
Chestnut-sd Warbler
Magnolia Warbler

1
6
3
74
124
1
17
25

Black-thr Bl Warbler

57

Nashville Warbler
Yellow-rump Warblr
Black-thr. Grn Warblr
Blackburnian Warbler

2
129
54
22

Blackpoll Warbler
Wilson's Warbler
Black & Wht Warbler
Amer. Redstart
Worm-eat. Warbler
Ovenbird
N. Waterthrush
L. Waterthrush
Com Yellowthroat

22
1
77
72
6
51
31
6
128

Canada Warbler
Scarlet Tanager
Northern Cardinal
Rose-br. Grosbeak
Indigo Bunting
Eastern Towhee
Am. Tree Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Field Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow

12
40
94
25
7
3
1
23
8
5

Song Sparrow
Lincoln's Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-thr. Sparrow
White-crnd. Sparrow
Red-wgd. Blackbird
Common Grackle

135
2
11
15
3
346
194

Brwn-hd. Cowbird
Orchard Oriole
Baltimore Oriole
House Finch
American Goldfinch
House Sparrow
Monk Parakeet

57
13
135
46
88
182
12

ANNUAL FEEDER CLEANING FUNDRAISER- A HUGE SUCCESS
On June 11th, BCAS volunteers took a day off from the trails to clean about 228 feeders at our annual feeder cleaning
event. The hard work of our volunteers paid off with $1,188 raised from this event. A big thank you to all the volunteers, to
those who brought in feeders
who generously allowed
us space to work, provided supplies, and kept us well fed throughout the day with plenty of food and drinks. Activities like
this allow us to continue our programs, conservation and education efforts throughout our local communities.
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Bergen County Audubon Society is
a chapter of the National Audubon
Society. As Members of Bergen
County Audubon Society, we share
a love for birds and a concern for
the environment. Our mission is to
promote and protect wildlife in
their natural habitat by providing
opportunities for observation and
conservation.
All field trips and programs are
open to the public and free of
charge.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2016
Please enroll me as a member of the Bergen Audubon Society (Q07) and/or the National Audubon Society. My check is enclosed for
( ) $20 Chapter Sustaining Member or ( ) $35 Family Membership. All funds stay in our area, helping us to support
local efforts and provide services in Bergen County. Make check payable to Bergen County Audubon.
( )$20 - National Audubon Society Member. (1st year rate for new NAS members only). Includes Chapter membership.
Make check payable to National Audubon Society.
Name: _____________________________________________________
Address :__________________________________________________
City:_____________________________ State:____ Zip:___________
Phone: (____)_______________________________________________
E-mail (I would like to be notified of upcoming events online and receive the newsletter electronically.)
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Please mail to : BCAS Membership Chair, PO Box 235, Paramus, NJ 07653-0235
Volunteer opportunities in local chapter activities or committees are available. Please circle your interest and mail with
your subscription or see any officer or chair at one of the meetings.
__ Conservation

__ Membership

___ Education

__ Publicity

__ Field Trips

___ Newsletter/Website

___ Gardening
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