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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S PERCH 

 

On the other side of the water, across from the New Over-

peck County Park, behind the Bergen Equestrian Center, lies 

an almost forgotten area of the Bergen County Park system, 

once known as The Overpeck Preserve. 

 

A Place that will Determine the Future of our Birds, 

Wildlife and our Quality of life for Generations to 

Come!   

This was once considered a nature preserve.  A place once 

open to field trips and watched over by Gil Hawkins, director 

of the Overpeck Preserve, now closed to the public for almost 

15 years.  Just about an out of sight memory, it  looks more 

like the lunar surface than a future park land. Today the area 

technically referred to as AREA 4 of Overpeck County Park is 

under remediation ( the closing and capping of the landfill)  

because like many places in the New Jersey Meadowlands  

region, the Overpeck was once a dumping ground.  As the  

remediation comes closer to completion on this almost 100 

acres of County parkland, the critical next step of the restora-

tion plans will be discussed.  All of us should be kept aware 

about how those plans are made and how that area will be re-

stored as it will determine the future of New Jersey’s wildlife 

and also the quality of life of the people that live in the region 

for many generations to come.  

 

Why is the Area so Important ?  

The Overpeck Creek is a tributary of the Hackensack River 

and is part of the extended tidal estuary of the lower tidal 

Hackensack Meadowlands. About 120 acres of the Overpeck 

creek, now more like a lake, is located within Overpeck  

County Park.   This region falls within the Atlantic flyway, the 

main eastern migration route for millions of migratory birds. 

This freshwater habitat is smack in the middle of this densely 

populated, overbuilt and overburdened part of Bergen County 

which makes the area an even more important rest stop and 

breeding habitat along that migration highway.    

 

Bald Eagles Thrive on the Overpeck !   

The Return of the Bald Eagle to New Jersey has never been 

more dramatic than on the Overpeck.  Not only are there 

nesting Eagles located on the creek but the tall trees that line 

the banks of Overpeck Preserve are a critical roosting area for 

our nation’s symbol especially in winter.  In fact, on the 2026 

Bergen Audubon Bald Eagle count we had 26 Eagles wintering 

there in January. As it turns out,  Eagle watching along the 

Overpeck is one of the best places to watch the magic of these 

birds anywhere in Northern NJ.   That being said the Eagles will 

only continue there if the large trees along the water are kept. 

The removal of those trees in any future plans of the park will 

mean the Eagles will not return, roost or thrive in the park 

which will be a loss not only for our eagles but also to the  

people of Bergen County and the entire state.      

 

Restored Habitat will Mean Many More Species will 

Thrive in the Park, Some Threatened and Endangered. 

The potential benefits of ecologically restored wildlife habitat 

to the preserve will have immeasurable long term impacts on 

our wildlife.  If in this plan for the park we can restore Native 

grassland habitat, Native wildflower and pollinator meadows 

and Native shrub habitat, we will help everything from Mon-

arch Butterflies to American Kestrels,  Savannah Sparrows to 

Meadowlarks, and Bumble Bees to Bobolinks.  This habitat 

threatened in itself will become a haven for the many species 

that are now in steep decline.  If we want to look for a success-

ful model we only need to look to another place in NJ, Duke 

Farms, where this incredibly beautiful park and habitat has been 

an amazing success story for both people and nature. 

 

 Can We Accomplish a Plan Like This? 

 The  Bergen County Executive James Tedesco along with  

Bergen County parks have come a long way to bringing our 

county park system up to its potential as true environmental 

stewards of our Open Space.  Right down the road the 

Teaneck Creek restoration of a wetland habitat in the middle 

of Bergen County has been a shining example of what great 

things can be done for our environment. If the public will is 

there we can do amazing things together.   

        

A Park For People too!    If the Covid pandemic taught us 

anything it was how important our parks are to us.  While 

sports fields, playgrounds and most everything else were 

closed, people discovered just being outside was wonderful and 

witnessing mother nature was nothing short of magical.  If the 

preserve is restored correctly,  imagine sitting on a bench 

watching Monarch butterflies and Hummingbirds fly right by 

you or having a picnic with your children among the wildflow-

ers, watching nesting birds raise their young or enjoying a 

healthy thriving population of Bald Eagles wintering along the  

THE FUTURE OF THE OVERPECK PRESERVE AND ITS WILDLIFE  IS IN OUR HANDS  
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water’s edge. Native Americans think 7 generations ahead, we  

will now have our only chance to do the same.  

 

Special Interests Groups will want a piece of the pie (Or Park) 

Make no mistake there will be people, groups, entities-  call them what you 

will, disconnected from nature, wanting their own ways and ideas for the 

park. But if these ideas are harmful and not beneficial to a long-term environ-

mental restoration then we need to have our voices heard loud and clear. 

The future of wildlife and our own quality of life in the entire region will de-

pend on what happens at Overpeck County Park.  

 

What Can We Do? 

In the labor movement we would say “Time to Organize !”  This means try-

ing our best to speak with one voice, being clear on what we see for a better 

future for our park system. Eventually there will be public meetings held by 

the County on the future of the park, try your best to attend. Write  

letters to the County Executive urging the County to restore the Overpeck 

Preserve to all it could and should be for People and Wildlife!  

 

Have Your Voice Heard! 

Get all your Local Environmental groups on board. From local green teams to 

Environmental Commissions , school environmental clubs and religious 

groups, everyone that cares about gifting future generations a very special 

place to connect to nature.  This will be our only chance, there will be no 

second chance and no going back.  

 

We can and will do this together !  

     DON TORINO 

BCAS PROGRAMS  - MAY - SEPTEMBER 2026 
 

All programs are planned for zoom at 7:30pm.   Check website 

www.bergencountyaudubon.org for more updates and enhanced info on  

speakers, bios, and photos.    

   *    *    * 

 

5/13  Teresa Doss will give us an update on "What's New in the NJ 

Meadowlands". Terry is the Director and Chief Restoration Scientist for 

the Meadowlands Research & Restoration Institute, of NJSEA . 

 

6/10  Chris Garza will present  "Ornithomycology:  Where Birds and 

 Fungi Intersect." 

 

9/9   Sophie Osburn will discuss her book Feather Trials - A Journey of  

Discovery Among Endangered Birds  

 

    ** 

     

For speaker and program suggestions, contact  

Marilyn Sadowski at 201-982-0483, msadowskibcas@gmail.com 
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BCAS FIELD TRIPS - MAY-JULY 2026 

All field trips are rain OR shine.  For additional information or to make suggestions for field trips, please contact Field Chair,  
Chris Takacs at 201-207-0426 or americanchris22@gmail.com.   For a complete list of directions to field trip sites 

please visit www.bergencountyaudubon.org.  Unless indicated, Contact Don Torino greatauk4@gmail.com (201) 230-4983  

May 2 (Sat.) 11AM  Native American and Nature Day at the 

Butterfly Garden, Leonia.   *Rain date-Saturday, May 9th. 

Learn about the cultural significance of birds to the Native American 

people.  Explore  and learn about all of the native plants and nature in 

and around the garden.   

 

May 3 (Sun.) 10AM.  Richard DeKorte Park, Lyndhurst.  

 

May 6 (Wed.) 10AM.  Borg’s Woods, Hackensack. 

Meet at the Allen Street entrance. 

 

May 9 (Sat.)  All day.  Annual BCAS Spring Count Fundraiser, 

Various locations. Participants needed.  Contact: Dave Hall (973) 226-

7825 david.hall@einsteinmed.edu  

 

May 9 (Sat.) 10AM. BCAS Spring Count at Teaneck Creek  

Conservancy, Teaneck.  Meet in the parking lot off Puffin Way.  

Contact:  James Falletti (212) 203-3775 jamesfalletti@gmail.com  

 

May 10 (Sun.) 8AM.  Mother’s Day Walk at Garret Mountain 

Reservation, Woodland Park. 

Meet in the three tiered parking lot, entrance off  Mountain Avenue. 

Contact:  Chris Takacs (201) 207-0426  americanchris22@gmail.com 

 

May 10 (Sun.) 10AM.  Mother’s Day at Teaneck Creek  

Conservancy, Teaneck.  Meet in the parking lot off Puffin Way. 

 

May 13 (Wed.) 10AM. Endangered Species Day at Harrier  

Meadow, North Arlington. 

 

May 17 (Sun.) 10AM.  Hackensack River County Park,  

Hackensack.  Entrance is behind the Shops at Riverside. 

 

May 20 (Wed.) 9AM.  Halifax Road/Lake Henry, Mahwah. 

Park at Continental Soldiers Park. 

Contact:  Chris Takacs (201) 207-0426  americanchris22@gmail.com 

 

May 23 (Sat.) 10AM.  Teaneck Creek Conservancy, Teaneck. 

Meet in the parking lot off Puffin Way. 

 

May 24 (Sun.) 10AM.  New Jersey Botanical Garden, Ringwood. 

Meet by the carriage house. 

 

May 27 (Wed.) 10AM.  Losen Slote Creek Park, Little Ferry. 

Park in the lot adjacent to the soccer field. 

Trails may be muddy, boots are highly recommended. 

 

May 31 (Sun.) 10AM-2PM. Native Plant Day at Richard DeKorte 

Park, Lyndhurst. 

Plant walks and talks, partner information tables. 

 

June 3 (Wed.) 10AM.  Teaneck Creek Conservancy, Teaneck. 

Meet in the parking lot off Puffin Way. 

 

June 7 (Sun.) 10AM Annual Bluebird Walk at the New Jersey 

Botanical Garden, Ringwood. Meet by the carriage house. 

 

June 12 (Fri.) 10AM  Celebrate Frank Chapman’s Birthday along 

the Frank Chapman Trail, Teaneck. 

Park in the lot on the corner of River Road and Riverview Avenue. 

 

June 14 (Sun.) 10AM  Richard DeKorte Park, Lyndhurst. 

 

June 17 (Wed.) 10AM Otto Pehle Park, Saddle Brook. 

Meet in the first parking lot after you enter the park. 

Contact:  Chris Takacs (201) 207-0426  americanchris22@gmail.com 

 

June 21 (Sun.) 10AM.  Father’s Day Walk at Teaneck Creek  

Conservancy, Teaneck.  Meet in the parking lot off Puffin Way. 

 

June 24 (Wed.) 10AM.  Flat Rock Brook Nature Center,  

Englewood. 

 

June 28 (Sun.) 10AM  Mill Creek Marsh, Secaucus. 

Park behind Bob’s Furniture Store. 

 

July 1 (Wed.) 10AM  Mill Creek Point and Schmidt’s Woods, 

Secaucus. 

 

July 5 (Sun.)  10AM  Frank Chapman Trail, Teaneck 

Park in the lot on the corner of River Road and Riverview Avenue. 

 

July 8 (Wed.) 10AM  Teaneck Creek Conservancy, Teaneck. 

Meet in the parking lot off Puffin Way. Contact:  Don Torino 

 

July 12 (Sun.)  11AM . Butterfly Walk at the New Jersey  

Botanical Garden, Ringwood..  Meet by the carriage house.    

 

July 15 (Wed.) 10AM. Native Plant and Butterfly Walk at Richard 

DeKorte Park, Lyndhurst. 

  

July 19 (Sun.) 10AM  Teaneck Creek Conservancy, Teaneck. 

Meet in the parking lot off Puffin Way. Contact:  Don Torino 

 

July 22 (Wed.) 6:30PM . Evening Walk at Richard DeKorte Park, 

Lyndhurst.  *Please note, this is an evening walk.  . 

 

July 26 (Sun.) 10AM-3PM 17th Annual Butterfly Day at Richard 

DeKorte Park, Lyndhurst. 

Celebrate all things butterfly with walks, talks, children’s activities, 

children’s costume contest (12 and under), information tables, music 

and more.  Contact:  Don Torino  

 

July 29 (Wed.) 10AM  Mill Creek Marsh, Secaucus 

Park behind Bob’s Furniture Store.  Contact:  Don Torino 

 

http://www.bergencountyaudubon.org
mailto:greatauk4@gmail.com
mailto:jamesfalletti@gmail.com
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EDUCATION     MARIE LONGO, Chair 

A Word About Citizen/Community Science- 

Citizen/Community Science plays a vital role for nature.   

Documenting and reporting your sightings make a real differ-

ence and is a simple way to contribute.  There are so many 

ways to help, anyone can contribute, anywhere you are.   

Scientists and researchers cannot possibly be everywhere,  

and our contributions are so important.  I cannot stress the 

importance of citizen science enough.   

Need suggestions?  Reach out to me, I’d be happy to help, 

mlongo8383@aol.com. 

 

World Migratory Bird Day 2026 to Highlight 

 Important Role of Community Science in Bird  

Conservation 

The theme for World Migratory Bird Day (WMBD) 2026, 

“Every Bird Counts – Your Observations Matter” high-

lights the role of public participation in collecting data on migra-

tory bird populations and their habitats and factors that impact 

their populations and contribute to our knowledge about how 

to protect them. Community science, ranging from backyard 

bird counts to large-scale coordinated surveys, provides infor-

mation on species distribution, abundance trends, migration 

timing, and breeding success. This data is important to identify 

conservation priorities, and inform effective conservation ac-

tion plans and strategies.  

 

By engaging individuals and communities in monitoring efforts, 

we not only gather scientific data but also build a deeper con-

nection to nature, raise awareness about the challenges migra-

tory birds face, and inspire direct conservation action.   

The National Audubon Society is a program sponsor of World 

Migratory Bird Day.  To learn more about World Migratory 

Bird Day visit migratorybirdday.org.  

 

The Great Backyard Bird Count Final Results- 

Thank you to all who participated in the GBBC this year.  This 

is one example of how citizen/community scientists can con-

tribute.  Here are the final results. 

 

8,257 species of birds identified,   216 countries of eBird  

subregions, 467,696 eBird checklists, 1,239,329 saved Merlin 

IDs (step-by-step, sound or photo). 246,225 photos, videos, 

and sounds added to the Macaulay Library,  

1.146.284 estimated global participants,   

435 reported community events. 

 

Certified Wildlife Garden Program- 

Our certified gardens number 272 in seven states.  Creating 

much needed habitat for birds, pollinators and wildlife is crucial.  

Whether your garden is on a terrace, in a pot or in a large 

backyard, it can become certified.  Pocket parks are being cre-

ated in communities where wasted space is being transformed 

into pollinator habitat.  Schools, libraries businesses and more 

are eligible to apply.   

 

It’s easy to apply, visit bergencountyaudubon.org/cwg/ for an 

application and to learn more.  Once approved, you will receive 

a free garden sign to display in your yard. 

 

FUNDRAISING     TAMMY LAVERTY, Chair 
 

Bergen County Audubon Society is thankful to all our members who so generously donated to help BCAS with its missions. 

We are planning another active year with wonderful walks, events, educational opportunities, and strong efforts to improve 

wildlife habitat.  Again, thanks to all of you who make it possible. 

     ________________________ 

 

FUNDRAISING 1Q 2026 (1/3/26 - 3/26/26  TOTAL $1,647.00 

 

DONATIONS: GENERAL, YEAR END, MONTHLY, WEBSITE, CHECKS, ETC =  $972 

Renee Cannon, Pedro Cruz, Marianne Herrmann, Anna Kurz, James Lignal, Monica Maley, Daniel T.  

Montella,  Eugene Ottens, Karl Soehnlein, Sandra Wolkenberg 

 

COMPANY MATCHING DONATIONS  $ 675 

Diego Garces, Lorraine Nealis, Diane Louie, Cristofor Lombardo, Icram Khalil , Estee Lauder, Novartis,            

Johnson & Johnson, Verisk, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, PSEG 

SAVE THE DATES  
May 2 (Sat.) 11AM  Native American and Nature Day at the Butterfly Garden, Leonia.   

May 9 (Sat.)  All day.  Annual 34TH BCAS Spring Count and World Migratory Bird Day. 

May 31 (Sun.) 10AM-2PM. Native Plant Day at Richard DeKorte Park. 

July 26 (Sun.) 10AM-3PM 17th Annual Butterfly Day at Richard DeKorte Park,  

Oct 4 (Sun)  All day .  Meadowlands Birding Festival, Richard DeKorte Park. 
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2026 BCAS SPRING COUNT ON MAY 9  -  BIRD-WATCHERS WANTED! 

 

Please volunteer for the 34th Annual “Spring Count”. This is a celebration of World Migratory Bird Day.   

 

It will be held Saturday, May 9, rain or shine.  Similar to last year, we invite participants to view birds in 

your local park, your yard, or in one of the larger natural areas in Northern New Jersey, such as Garret 

Mountain, Oradell Reservoir, Teaneck Creek, DeKorte Park, Losen Slote, or the Celery Farm. But we would 

also love to send people to other promising habitats such as MahWah/Ramapo, Flat Rock, Greenbrook, Van 

Saun Park, Tenafly Nature Center, the Hudson River shoreline, or even further afield.  The goal is not only to 

identify as many bird species as possible, but to estimate the number of birds per species that you have found 

in your territory. This event will also be the basis for our Spring Fundraiser shown below. 

 

 

Invite a friend to join you. Tell me in advance (by email, please) where you plan to be birding, and I may be able to match you 

with other birders with the same goal. If you send an email in advance of the event, I can also share a report form to record 

your birds.   After May 9, please send back your findings to Dave Hall (973 226-7825) david.hall@einsteinmed.edu), including 

a clear account of where you were birding.    

 

May brings us a wonderful selection of birdlife, and this event can be a fun way to practice your bird identification skills.    

The more the merrier! 

         DAVE HALL 

BCAS SPRING FUNDRAISER - SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2026 

 

Pledge your support for BCAS and all our conservation and education projects 

by sending in this form or using our website.   
 
You may pledge "X" amount per species and your donation will be multiplied by the total number of 

species seen on that day, or you can pledge/donate a fixed amount. Your donation is fully tax deductible.   Please  

consider using a “Matching Grant” from your employer.  Checks should be made payable to Bergen County Audubon 

Society. 

  

1. Mail form/check to  BCAS Spring Fundraiser 

P.O. Box 235 

Paramus, NJ 07653-0235   or 
 2. Use the donate button at www.bergencountyaudubon.org. 

   
We appreciate any donation you can make and if your financial situation is limited we appreciate that too, but hope 

 you can still go birding and help with the data collection and enjoy the spring migration. 

  

Pledge- per species amount        $________________________________ 

 

             or check amount             $________________________________ 

 

Name____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Tel #  ____________________________________________Email____________________________ 

 

Contact Tammy Laverty, Chair at  201- 440- 0904 if you have any questions. 

mailto:david.hall@einsteinmed.edu%20g
http://www.bergencountyaudubon.org
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CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM FOR MONARCHS 

 
There may be hopeful news for the future of the Monarch 

butterfly.  Journey North reports an increase in Monarch 

roosting area in Mexico this past winter.  Numbers of Mon-

arch butterflies are estimated by the total area occupied by 

trees with clusters of butterflies.  Comparisons are made 

from year-to-year.  During the 2025-26 winter, the territo-

ry increased by 64% as announced on March 17.  This rep-

resents the population of Monarchs east of the Rocky 

Mountains.  Western population numbers remain in decline, 

but the news for the eastern butterflies seems positive and 

is consistent with trends over the past decade, with incre-

mental gains.  Scott Black, director of the Xerces Society 

for Invertebrate Conservation writes,  “While an increase is 

great news, the numbers in Mexico are still well below his-

toric norms.” 

  

The number of Monarchs that arrive in Mexico each au-

tumn is determined by how the population has fared over 

the past year.  During their journey north, the butterflies 

have produced three generations of young before they mi-

grate south to Mexico to overwinter.  The numbers of 

young and their survival are dependent on many variables.  

These include availability of proper habitat, weather condi-

tions, presence of environmental toxins, disease, predators, 

and man-made hazards.  Climate change can affect the pop-

ulation in various ways. 

 

Conditions in drought-prone areas of the mid-west were 

less severe in 2025 than the previous year.  Wetter weath-

er allowed second and third generations of Monarchs to 

succeed and survive through Texas to reach the overwin-

tering grounds.   

 

Credit also goes to efforts by people to restore habitat 

throughout the breeding and migratory range of Monarchs.   

 

These grassroots projects by towns, churches, scouts, schools, 

and utilities do have a positive 

result.  Recommendations not 

to hand-rear  Monarchs may 

also factor in.  Information on 

agricultural pesticides is not 

readily available as government 

agencies no longer collect that 

data.  Photo Jim Macaluso. 

 
Planting native milkweed and nectar plants is the best course 

we can take to help Monarchs and other butterfly species sur-

vive.  Be aware that cultivar plants, or “nativars,”  are not equal 

to actual natives.  Depending on the qualities developed in the 

cultivar, it may prove useless to pollinators.  For information 

on beneficial plants, see  

https://xerces.org/publications/plant-lists/native-plants-for-

pollinators-and-beneficial-insects-mid-atlantic 

 

Meanwhile, the US Fish and Wildlife Service proposed listing 

the Monarch as a threatened species under the Endangered 

Species Act in December of 2024.  With the comment period 

finished, the decision to list the species remains delayed.  Given 

official protection, habitat safeguards could be enforced.  This 

would be a boon to the species, but especially valuable in pre-

serving the western population. 

CONSERVATION      Karen Nickerson, Chair 

THE DAZZLING BALTIMORE ORIOLE     By Maggie Estrada, 7th grade 

  
The male Baltimore Oriole’s brilliant orange and jet black plumage is unmistakable. The wings are black and have white bars, 

and the tail is orange and black.  Not too far away, you might spot the fe-

male whose colors are more subtle, yellow-olive on the head and back, dull 

orange-yellow on the breast and belly, with white on the wings. She might 

be weaving her incredible nest.  The nest she weaves is a hanging, pouch-

like nest high up in the trees to protect her eggs from predators. The nest 

can take about a week to make.     

 

Baltimore Orioles are omnivores and like sweets such as nectar and fruit. 

They enjoy dark-colored fruit the most, such as dark mulberries, red cher-

ries, and deep-purple grapes. They are easily lured to backyard feed-

ers.  They also enjoy insects such as caterpillars.  They spend most of their 

time high up in the trees and are often found near rivers, parks, and for-

ests.  The flute-like whistling song or chatter call of the Baltimore Oriole 

echoes from treetops near parks and residential homes. 

 

A reliable sighting for the Baltimore Oriole is in early May through July.  Aim your eyes high when looking for Baltimore  

Orioles and listen for their distinctive chatter.  Happy Birding! 

https://xerces.org/publications/plant-lists/native-plants-for-pollinators-and-beneficial-insects-mid-atlantic
https://xerces.org/publications/plant-lists/native-plants-for-pollinators-and-beneficial-insects-mid-atlantic
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 BOY SCOUT NEWS  

BCAS Partners with Maywood Eagle Scout       by Ronald Durso, BCAS Member & Troop 1200 Scout Leader 

August 2025 marked the culmina-

tion of another Eagle Scout part-

nership between BCAS and Scouts 

BSA Troop 1200 in Maywood, NJ. 

This project began in the early 

frigid days of January 2025 when 

Don Torino and Tammy Laverty 

met with Life Scout, Zach Durso 

at the Butterfly Garden at Over-

peck Park. Don and Tammy 

toured Zach around the garden and the plans for a shaded per-

gola began. When Zach better understood the way that the 

garden was used, he suggested upgrading the main trail through 

the garden and repainting the picnic tables as well.  
 

During winter Zach designed the pergola and requested dona-

tions of supplies. Zach held one fundraiser where he and the 

Troop sold decorative bird houses at the BCAS Native Plant 

Day at DeKorte during the Spring.   By Summer, Zach had visit-

ed the site several times with Don and Tammy. He had ar-

ranged with the County for the donation of the rocks for the 

trails. Benke’s hardware had given him a discount on the lumber 

for the pergola. The construction plans had been revised a few 

times and approved by the BCAS. The County agreed to loan 

the Troop a golf cart to move the rocks from one side of the 

park to the Garden.  

 

Over the course of two and a half days, the project build was 

complete. Zach led a team of Scouts and adults in cutting and 

dry-fitting the Pergola at his Maywood 

home.  A week later, he led a team of 

Scouts, friends, family, and adults 

through a busy and fruitful build day at 

the garden. The hardest part, by far, 

was moving the rocks to complete the 

path. The most rewarding part was the 

completion of the pergola which now 

serves as a substrate for native plants 

which will attract pollinators and pro-

vide shade to those who visit the gar-

den. As with any project, a final design 

edit was needed after build day where a 

small group returned to the garden to 

add an additional engineering support 

to the pergola. By August, the project 

was complete and Zach was able to donate an overage of $450 

to BCAS.   Thank you Zach.  
 

When people hear about an Eagle Scout Project, they some-

times ask what the Eagle Scout built. But an Eagle Scout project 

is so much more. It is a leadership project which brings the 

community together. All total, Zach led 45 people for over 400 

service hours on this project. More people are now aware of 

the beautiful butterfly garden at Overpeck Park and more peo-

ple understand the important role that conservation plays.   

Scouts BSA Troop 1200 would like to thank BCAS for 

their support in helping our Scouts develop their lead-

ership skills. 

NJSEA AND TROOP 223  FROM WEEHAWKEN, NJ  AT RICHARD DEKORTE PARK.  

Eddie Fox is project leader for Scout Troup 223.  Their Scout Leader's name is Steve Fox, 

Eddie and his fellow scouts worked on creating floating islands with the help of NJSEA.  NJSEA sponsors included Terry Doss  

and team members, Henry Pullin and Drew McQuade.  Eddie described the project as follows:  "My project was a floating wetland 

island made of PVC pipe, pond filter foam, and coir fiber.  The island will create habitat for reptiles, amphibians, birds, and bugs.  

It will also help create habitat for the Northern Diamondback Terrapin. It will offer food and shelter as well, and will create 

spawning grounds for fish. The island promotes microorganism growth and will attract pollinators.  These islands will also help 

clean water quality, by trapping and absorbing excess nutrients from the water as well as toxic chemicals/heavy metals, and clean-

ing the local environment. "  From left-right, Eddie Fox, NJSEA crew Launching islands, Troop 223 Scouts,  Islands in full 

growth bloom.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
THANKS TO BOTH TROOP 223 AND TROOP 1200 FOR THEIR DEDICATION AND HARD WORK 

TO PRESERVE OUR NATURAL WORLD. 
           by Editor, N Salvati 
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BERGEN COUNTY 
AUDUBON SOCIETY 

A CHAPTER OF THE 
NATIONAL AUDUBON 
SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 235 
Paramus, NJ 07653-0235 

 

 

As Members of Bergen County 
Audubon Society, we share a love for 
birds and a concern for the 
environment. Our mission is to 
promote and protect wildlife in their 
natural habitat by providing 
opportunities for observation and 
conservation. 
 
All field trips and programs are open 
to the public and free of charge. 

Dated Material 

APRIL 2026 

 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2026 

Please enroll me as a member of the Bergen Audubon Society and/or the National Audubon Society.  My check is enclosed 

for: 

Chapter Sustaining Member.  $20.00 - Single   or    $35.00 for Family Membership.     All funds stay in our area, helping us 

to support local efforts and provide services in Bergen County.  Make check payable to Bergen County Audubon. 

$20.00 - National Audubon Society Member.  (1st year rate for new NAS members only). Includes Chapter membership.  

Make check payable to National Audubon Society.  

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address :___________________________________________________________________________________________   

City:_______________________________________________________       State:____  Zip:___________  

Phone: (____)_______________________________________________ 

E-mail (I would like to be notified of upcoming events online and receive the newsletter electronically.)  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail to : BCAS Membership Chair, PO Box 235, Paramus, NJ 07653-0235 

Volunteer opportunities in local chapter activities or committees are available.  Please circle the following and mail with 

your subscription or see any officer or chair at one of the meetings. 

__ Conservation    __   Membership    __  Publicity    __  Field Trips     

 ___ Education ___ Newsletter/Website                                
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