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From the Presidents Perch
“What’s inside that flower Mr. Don?” a little girl asked me as we walked around our butterfly garden. We both stared together into a large, white hibiscus with a pink center. I honestly could not remember when I last looked that long or closely into
a flower. My fascination got the better of me and when I didn’t answer right away she looked back at me with her big curious
eyes and said, “Well?”
Without going into the detailed anatomy of the flower (which I am not sure I totally remember anyway) I quickly explained
that this was where pollination happens and that is how the plants make more seeds to get more plants. She looked up at
me again after staring what felt like forever back into the flower. “WOW!” she said grinning ear to ear, "that is COOL,” and
walked down the trail to join the other kids in the garden. Yes I thought to myself, how very, very cool for sure.
I came to realize many years ago that for some unexplained reason there are just some people that are not interested in the
natural world. If a Bald Eagle came down and sat on their heads and built a nest they would just go on ignoring the falling
sticks and fish bones that fell around their feet every day. Just so you know I have in no way given up on those folks just yet.
But at the same time I also discovered that there is one very important thing that unifies everyone that cares about and
loves nature. Whether it is that young girl in the garden staring into the flower or scientists working on long term solutions
for the environment. It is curiosity. It is the very same childhood curiosity that gives all of them the desire and drive to learn
more and forever be fascinated and connected with the wonders of the natural world.
In fact as I was writing this column I saw on the news that a curious 4-year-old-girl in Palo Alto, California, found a species
of stingless bee that no one had seen in more than 70 years. Now they will name the little bee after her, the Anika Bee. We
never know where and how far that magical kind of curiosity will take us. Still today my first steps into the woods and
meadows brings me right back to my childhood curiosity and the many questions that I still search for. Yes, maybe more
detailed than my 10-year-old self had back in the day, but still I wonder, why do birds migrate? Where do butterflies go in
winter? And for that matter why is the sky blue, or sometimes not so much anymore, still pushes me up the next trail and
down a future winding path.
It is my hope that despite life’s ups and downs, triumphs and tragedies, we never lose that curiosity that allowed us to love
our first cardinal or get chills when we saw our first eagle. Let’s not let the news of the day, concerns of the future or dissenting disagreement get in the way of wondering how we can help a Monarch, stop climate change or save a stand of trees in
your own neighborhood. Then maybe as our curiosity expands our view of the world, it will also bring us closer together in a
better understanding of how dependent we are on each other.
Stephen Hawking once said, “Remember to look up at the stars and not down at your feet". Try to make sense of what you
see and wonder about what makes the universe exist. Be curious. And however difficult life may seem, there is always something you can do and succeed at. It matters that you don’t just give up.”

See you in the Meadowlands
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2021 ANNUAL MEADOWLANDS BIRDING
FESTIVAL HELD IN DE KORTE PARK
Many thanks to all our BCAS volunteers and to the
NJSEA and Suez North Jersey for a successful
festival with music, walks and talks and celebrating
the Meadowlands' amazing bird population. The
bird of the day, an American White Pelican in De
Korte Park.

SCHEDULE OF MONTHLY EVENTS & MEETINGS,
FALL/ WINTER 2021-22

11/9/2021- 7:30 pm. Robert Ceberio,
The History of the Meadowlands
11/14/2021- 730 pm. Julie Zickefoose, Saving Jemima- Life

and love with a hard-luck jay.

12/14/2021-7:30 pm. Don Torino – the President's Choice.
1/11/2022- 7:30 pm. James Paruk, PhD discusses his study of
loons and his book, “Loon Lessons: Uncommon

Encounters with the Great Northern Diver”

2/8/2022- 7:30 pm. Al Batt, writer, speaker, storyteller and
humorist. He is author of the book,"A Life Gone to
the Birds" and a columnist for Bird Watcher’s Digest
and Watching Backyard Birds.
3/8/22 7:30 pm. Ethan Gilardi, Wildlife Biologist with
Conserve Wildlife, NJ will discuss “Creatures of the

Night, The Bats of NJ.”

All programs will be held on Zoom
Contact Marilyn Sadowski at 201-982-0483 for speaker and
program suggestions

BCAS JILL HOMCY MEMORIAL AWARD
The board members of Bergen County Audubon Society are proud to
present Holly Cowen with the Jill Homcy
Memorial Award. This award carries on
the legacy of Jill Homcy, who used her
photographs to improve and protect the environment and bring more awareness and
love to the natural world for everyone.
Holly, a self-taught photographer and Hawthorne resident, is a Commissioner on the
Environmental Commission and also on the local Green Team. Passaic County now uses her photos on the interpretive signs in the park
to help teach visitors about the wildlife that thrives right in their
own neighborhood.
“My photos have inspired people to put up bird feeders and also
helped local officials become much more aware of the birds and wildlife that live here…they are all amazed of the variety of birds here at
Goffle Brook Park,” Holly said.
Holly Cowen is a native of Hillsdale and now lives two blocks from
Goffle Brook Park where she began her photography. She started
with a small camera, so she decided to upgrade to a bigger one. Then,
she upgraded again. Now she is hooked. She is a human resources
specialist for BJ's Wholesale Club at Palisades Center in

West Nyack, New York.
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BCAS GOES GLOBAL IN CONSERVATION

Karen Nickeson, Chair

Earlier this year, BCAS members stepped up and made a commitment to preserve avian wildlife through innovation and technology. With a grant of $8,000 we supported the installation of a *Motus
tower on our very own Meadowlands. The Motus system by Bird Studies
Canada is a collaborative effort to track and analyze data to facilitate the
conservation of birds and other wildlife. The Meadowlands Motus tower is
located on the Erie landfill, not accessible to the public, and operated by
New Jersey Sports and Entertainment Authority (NJSEA) staff.

(Photo l-r: Chris Takacs, Terry Doss, Karen Nickesen)

The main project is a critical one that may inform conservation science on
a worldwide scale. We all know that the Meadowlands landfill is a reclaimed contaminated site. Habitat degradation is a persistent problem for
birds worldwide, especially for species reliant on native grassland and
wetland ecosystems. Do birds successfully utilize these partially-restored,
contaminated areas? The main project’s goals are to (1) determine the
usefulness of historically contaminated, reclaimed grassland and wetland
sites in the New Jersey Meadowlands as breeding and migratory stopover
habitats for native wild birds and (2) track migratory success for select
species utilizing these sites. Target birds in this category will be species of
conservation concern frequently encountered locally: Savannah Sparrows
(Passerculus sandwichensis) and three species of Wood Warblers
(Parulidae). The plan is to affix nanotags to birds intercepted at the bird
banding station in Harrier Meadow and track them both locally and across their migratory routes across the North American
Motus network. Congratulations to our members in being partners in this global effort in bird conservation!
**Motus is a global system of radio towers that track signals from “nanotags” that are affixed to birds. Until recently, tracking birds over long
distances was limited to larger species due to the weight of satellite tracking packs and the size of their batteries. Now, even the movements
of very small birds can be tracked across large regions, as nanotags weigh as little as 0.2g due to new technology that reduces battery size.
Existing towers cover the Delaware Bay and the Duke Farms area, but the Meadowlands tower fills a gap in an area known for its tremendous avian diversity. The tower will track birds utilizing the Meadowlands as breeding and stopover habitat within ~1 mile radius.

HAROLD FEINBERG CONSERVATION AWARD WINNERS - GABRIELLE SCHMIDT AND TERRY DOSS
GABY SCHMIDT is one of the Deputy Marsh Wardens at the Celery Farm Nature Preserve. She is also
First Vice President and the Conservation Chairperson for the Fyke Nature Association.
She represents the Fyke and the Celery Farm at many other events, distributing brochures and talking
about the association and the preserve. And much more as a long time Raptor Runner, delivering injured
birds to The Raptor Trust for rehabilitation and bringing them back to where they were found for release
into the wild. She volunteers once a week at The Raptor Trust, cleaning out cages and tending to
injured birds.
A longtime volunteer at the Celery Farm Nature Preserve, she does everything from planting native trees
and flowers, picking invasive plants, cutting invasive vines, to giving guided tours to scouts, and patrolling.
You name it, and she does it there! Gaby also volunteers at the historic John Fell House in Allendale NJ.
TERRY DOSS (also shown above at the Motus tower) works for NJSEA New Jersey Sports and Exposition Authority as the
Natural Resource Management Supervisor where she oversees the department’s field specialists, networks with neighboring conservation agencies/offices, and seeks out funding opportunities that go to support restorative efforts for the unique habitats that reside within the Meadowlands.
Her eagerness to venture out into the field to study the dynamics of marsh life is endless. She is always
seeking to improve the functionality of native habitats through restoration projects that can include, but
are not limited to changing the hydrology of a site, introducing beneficial plants, managing invasive populations, and building suitable nesting habitat for different bird species. Aside from her own work, she is always willing to utilize her personal time and resources to aid in local projects and events that benefit the environment. All she truly wants is for
people to take their impact on the environment more seriously and for them to understand the importance of habitat restoration and conservation. A real win for us all.
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Unless noted, all field trips are rain OR shine. For last minute changes due to inclement weather or other conditions, please
notify trip leader. For additional information or to make suggestions for field trips, please contact Field Chair, Chris Takacs at
201-207-0426 or americanchris22@gmail.com. For a complete list of directions to field trip sites please visit
www.bergencountyaudubon.org.

November
7 (Sun.) Richard DeKorte Park 10AM . Raptors, waterfowl, sparrows and other birds of interest.
Contact: Don Torino (201) 230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
11 (Thurs.) Laurel Hill County Park 10AM Raptors, waterfowl and other birds of interest.
Contact: Don Torino (201) 230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
14 (Sun.) Teaneck Creek Conservancy 10AM Birding for Beginners . Class will cover bird identification, optics and field
guides. A walk will follow. Bring binoculars . Meet at the Fycke Lane entrance.
.. Contact: Don Torino (201) 230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
18 (Thurs.) New Overpeck County Park 10AM. Sparrows, raptors, waterfowl and other birds of interest.
Meet in the bandshell parking lot. Contact: Don Torino (201) 230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
21 (Sun.) New Jersey Botanical Garden, Ringwood 10AM. Join us for a nature walk as we walk the grounds and look for late
fall migrants, wintering birds and other birds of interest. Contact: Don Torino (201) 230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
25 (Thurs.) Losen Slote Creek Park 9AM . Annual Thanksgiving Day Walk Join us as we walk through the park and
appreciate (all of the beauty nature has to offer. Contact: Don Torino (201) 230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
28 (Sun.) Frank Chapman Trail 10AM . Raptors, waterfowl, wintering birds and other birds of interest.
Meet in the parking lot on the corner of River Road and Riverview Avenue in Teaneck.
Contact: Don Torino (201) 230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com

December
5 (Sun.) Mill Creek Marsh 10AM . Raptors, waterfowl and other birds of interest. Park behind Bob's Furniture.
Contact: Don Torino (201) 230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
7 (Tues.) Richard DeKorte Park 10AM BCAS 80th Anniversary Walk. Raptors, waterfowl and other birds of interest.
Contact: Don Torino (201) 230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
12 (Sun.) Frank Chapman Trail 10AM . Raptors, waterfowl, wintering birds and other birds of interest.
Meet in the parking lot on the corner of River Road and Riverview Avenue in Teaneck.
Contact: Don Torino greatauk4@gmail.com (201) 230-4983
16 (Thurs.) Losen Slote Creek Park 10AM. Wintering birds and other birds of interest.
Contact: Don Torino (201) 230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
18 (Sat.) Annual BCAS Christmas Bird Count . All day-rain or shine. Participants needed.
Contact: Dave Hall (973) 226-7825 david.hall@einsteinmed.org
21 (Tues.) Disposal Road Winter Solstice Raptor Walk 10AM . Hawks, falcons, eagles and other birds of interest.
Contact: Don Torino (201) 230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
25 (Sat.) Frank Chapman Trail 9AM Annual Christmas Morning Walk. Raptors, waterfowl, wintering birds and other birds
of interest. Meet in the parking lot on the corner of River Road and Riverview Avenue in Teaneck..
Contact: Don Torino (201) 230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com

January
1 (Sat.) Richard DeKorte Park 10AM Annual New Year's Day Walk. Begin the new year and eagle month with BCAS
and the birds.
Contact: Don Torino (201) 230-4983 greatauk4@gmail.com
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CELEBRATE OUR EAGLES
WITH US IN JANUARY.

Jan.5 (Wed.) River Barge Park
10AM EAGLE WATCH. Eagles,
raptors, waterfowl and other birds of
interest.
Jan 9 (Sun.) 1PM. SAVE THE EAGLES
DAY on Bell Drive in Ridgefield .
Learn about the incredible comeback of
our national bird and how to continue to
preserve their habitat and protect them.
Resident pair, Al and Alice shown here
may grace us with an appearance.
Jan.13 (Thurs.) Mill Creek Marsh
10AM. Eagles, raptors, waterfowl and
other birds of interest. Park behind
Bob's Furniture.
Jan. 16 (Sun.) Eagle Festival at the
New Overpeck County Park. 10AM2PM At the bandshell. Celebrate all
things eagle with eagle walks and talks,
information on eagles and more. Join us
to learn about the incredible comeback of
these remarkable birds.

Thanks to Alice Leurck for these early photos of Al and Alice.

Jan. 22 (Sat.) Annual Eagle Count Time to be announced.
Participants needed. Participants will be assigned locations to help
count the population of eagles in our area.
Jan. 26 (Wed.) Losen Slote Creek Park 10AM.
Eagles, wintering birds and other birds of interest.
Jan. 30 (Sun.) Frank Chapman Trail 10AM EAGLE WATCH. Eagles,
raptors, waterfowl, wintering birds . Meet in the parking lot on the
corner of River Road and Riverview Avenue in Teaneck.
Contact Leader : Don Torino (201) 230-4983
greatauk4@gmail.com.
Keep a lookout for Eagle candies.:

THE GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT- 2022
FEBRUARY 18, 19, 20, 21. Go to www.birdcount.org for more information on how you can participate.
Stay tuned for BCAS Activities during this period.
The Great Backyard Bird Count uses eBird, one of the world’s largest nature databases.
It stores more than 100 million bird sightings contributed each year and is used by professionals for science and conservation.
Contribute to eBird and become a citizen scientist. When the world comes together for the love of birds.
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EDUCATION

MARIE LONGO, Chair

Audubon Adventures- Bergen County Audubon Society continues their sponsorship of the Audubon Adventures
program for 2021-2022. We currently have six schools participating. The free environmental education materials are
appropriate for grades 3-5 and are available to schools, libraries and nature centers. You may choose from 5 traditional
kits that contain 3 magazines or select 3 topics from the list of nature news packets. Each kit/nature news packet serves
32 students. Please visit audubonadventures.org and click on the Audubon Adventures topic list and prices for more
detailed information. If you are interested in participating, please contact Marie Longo, mlongo8383@aol.com.

Certified Wildlife Gardens- We recently certified garden number 173 in Jersey City. The free program is based mostly on the number of native plants in your garden and is open to anyone. With the loss of so much habitat and climate
change on the rise we can all make a difference for birds, pollinators, wildlife, the environment and people, right in our
own backyards. We certify homes, schools, nature centers, businesses and more. You’ll get a free sign to display in your
garden.
To learn more and download an application, visit bergencountyaudubon.org/cwg.

Project Feederwatch- BCAS is donating 7 Project Feederwatch kits to local schools this year. The citizen science
program is run by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and begins in November, it ends in April. Project Feederwatch is a great
way to share your love of birds and introduce someone to birding while contributing to science. You never know what
species will show up at your feeders! Best of all, you don’t even need to leave home to participate, and it is a great family
activity. Visit feederwatch.org to learn more.

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!
Bergen County Audubon Society would like to extend our sincerest gratitude to each and every person who volunteered
with us this year. We were truly impressed with the outpouring of volunteers that helped us introduce people young and
old alike to Bergen County Audubon and the habitats, birds, pollinators, wildlife and plants we all share.

Please know that we could not do what we do without you!

YEAR END APPEAL - 2021.
Dear members, supporters, and volunteers,
As we get closer to a new year and hopefully a new healthy beginning for us all, let me say
how proud I am to have represented our BCAS family over these many years. Thanks to all of
you we can carry out our mission to protect and preserve our wildlife and bring the love of
birds and the natural world to everyone. You are truly the real power and strength of our
chapter. We are thankful that you share with us a sense of wonder in nature, joy from a hike
in the woods, and an appreciation of the beauty of a habitat worth protecting. Our goal as
always is to continue providing these opportunities and much more in the coming year.
Your tax-deductible year-end contribution, of any amount, supports all our efforts and we are
thankful that you share with us a sense of wonder in nature, joy from a hike in the woods,
and an appreciation of the beauty of a habitat worth protecting.
It is now easier than ever to donate. Just go to our website, bergencountyaudubon.org, scroll down, and click the "Donate"
button. You can use our secure payment system with credit card or PayPal. It's that easy.
(Or you can always mail a check to Bergen County Audubon, PO Box 235, Paramus, NJ 07653.)
As we are a member-supported organization, you can feel confident that all of your donations stay in our community, and you
can take pride in knowing that you are supporting an organization that gives back to the community with each of our events
and activities.
On behalf of the Officers and Directors of BCAS, please accept our thanks and appreciation for your continued support, and
we hope that you and yours stay healthy and safe. We hope to be back with all of you at our regular events very soon.

With love and appreciation,
Don Torino, President
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2021 CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT-

This is a Nature Program Cooperative Event

Our 73rd annual Hackensack-Ridgewood Christmas Bird Count will be held on Saturday, December 18. The
official count period extends from December 15 through December 21. Our goal is to count all the birds within
a 15 mile diameter circle, centered at the River Edge Railroad Station. We will count the number of species and
the number of individuals of each species within this circle. This effort continues to teach us about the status
and survival of our native birds, and helps to identify important bird areas in Bergen County.
We need your help in the field or in your neighborhood on count day. Feeder counts conducted in your yard on
Dec. 18th can be very valuable, and we welcome you to call in your feeder results to my home on the day following the count (david.hall@einsteinmed.org or 973-226-7825). The event will take place in any weather – rain,
sleet or snow will not cancel. Even if you can only participate for part of the day, every observer can be a
valuable addition to our group effort.
We invite you to join us and have a good time. We have experienced leaders assigned for most of the territories
described below. Please make arrangements for participating with one of these leaders.
We have observed over 182 species over the past 72 years, including a record 97 species in 2014, plus several
exotics. Every winter season is different, and with your help we can produce another outstanding result.
If you would rather conduct a count in your local neighborhood or at a local park, please contact me in advance,
so that we can coordinate your effort with that of our leaders. You don't have to be an expert to take part. If
you can identify the common winter birds, you can be a valuable participant. If you would like more information about the Christmas Bird Count, please contact David Hall at david.hall@einsteinmed.org
DAVID HALL
AREA LEADERS
Area I-A: David Hall (973-226-7825)
Includes: Meadowlands district, Little Ferry, South Hackensack, Moonachie.
Area I-B: Chris Takacs & Linda Mullaney (201-804-7817).
Includes: Teterboro Airport, Clifton, Hasbrouck Heights, Wood Ridge, Wallington, and Paterson.
Area II-A: Steve Kuitems (908-630-0033) (leave a message). Includes: New Milford, Hackensack, Maywood,
River Edge, and parts of Haworth, Dumont, Bergenfield, Oradell, Emerson, Teaneck, Bogota and Paramus.
Area II-B: Gerry Byrne (201 262-0157)
Includes: United Water properties in Haworth and Emerson plus the Emerson Woods.
Area III: Sandra Bonardi (201- 784-0484) [daytime; leave message].
ary) and parts of the Hudson shoreline.

Includes: Tenafly, Greenbrook Sanctu-

Area IV: Marie Longo (201 498-0809), Don Torino and Jimmie Macaluso
Includes: Leonia, Teaneck Creek and Overpeck Creek.
Area V: Ken Witkowski (973-208-9808). Includes: Park Ridge, Woodcliff Lake, Hillsdale, Rivervale, Westwood, Washington and parts of Emerson and Oradell.
Area VI-A: Nancy Hall (973-226-7825) and Sheila Keane. Includes: Hohokus, Ridgewood, parts of Saddle River, Waldwick, Midland Park, Fair Lawn, Hawthorne, Rochelle Park, Saddle Brook, Garfield, Glen Rock, Paramus.
Area VI-B: Peggy O’Neill (201-868-5829). Includes: Old Tappan, Northvale, part of Rockleigh, Norwood, Harrington Park, Demarest, Closter and parts of Cresskill.
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Dated Material
NOVEMBER 2021
As Members of Bergen County
Audubon Society, we share a love for
birds and a concern for the
environment. Our mission is to
promote and protect wildlife in their
natural habitat by providing
opportunities for observation and
conservation.
All field trips and programs are open
to the public and free of charge.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2021-2022
Please enroll me as a member of the Bergen Audubon Society (Q07) and/or the National Audubon Society.
My check is enclosed for
( ) $20 Individual or ( ) $35 Family Chapter Sustaining Member. All funds stay in our area, helping us to support
local efforts and provide services in Bergen County. Make check payable to Bergen County Audubon.
( ) $20 - National Audubon Society Member. (1st year rate for new NAS members only). Includes Chapter membership. Make check payable to National Audubon Society.
Name: _____________________________________________________
Address :__________________________________________________
City:_____________________________ State:____ Zip:___________
Phone: (____)_______________________________________________
E-mail (I would like to be notified of upcoming events online and receive the newsletter electronically.)
____________________________________
BlueJay will be mailed to you unless you request online version.
Please mail to : BCAS Membership Chair, PO Box 235, Paramus, NJ 07653-0235
Volunteer opportunities in local chapter activities or committees are available. Please circle your interest and mail with your
subscription or see any officer or chair at one of the meetings.
__ Conservation
___ Education

__ Membership

__ Publicity

___ Newsletter/Website

__ Field Trips

____Gardens/Events
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Other ___________________________________________

