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SUMMER/FALL 2021        Volume LXXIX, Issue  3 

  From the Presidents Perch    by DON TORINO 

 

Lost Birds are Forever 
   I was a twelve year old boy riding my bicycle in a place and time as foreign to me as could ever be imagined.  From just a few miles 

away my family and I entered a different culture - The Meadowlands.  My first home was based in concrete and cars to my new one 

graced with tides, grasses and birds.  I was suddenly thrust into a life that once was dominated by after school baseball and football 

games to one that was surrounded by adventures in the meadows, walks in the woods, owls, muskrats, roadside produce stands, horse 

trails and farm animals crossing the road. 

 

As I peddled down this encroaching industrial road, the kind of road that would eventually pave over, dismantle and forever change 

much of my beloved childhood Meadowlands, I came to a sudden dead-end. Tired and hot I stopped near the driveway of a warehouse 

which I will come to know till this day as a highly invasive species made of steel and concrete.  As I took a breath and thought  about 

where my  bike ride into the unknown had brought me, I put my foot to the ground and wiped my forehead.  Then something happened 

which is as real and vivid as if it happened this morning. I looked up to see a strange sight as any alien species I have seen in the mov-

ies.  There in the trees bordering the dead- end street were white birds, with plumes like something I have seen only on TV jungle mov-

ies decorating the limbs and making sounds that made a twelve year old boy wonder if what he was witnessing was actually happening. 

 

I looked around me wondering why these birds were here and why there was no one else standing by me watching in amazement?  What 

kind of place had my family and I come to live in?  Roads, warehouses and oh yes, at the same time, wildlife struggling against all odds 

to carry on. I don’t recall how long I stayed there gazing up but I did eventually decide to peddle away. I can remember stopping and 

looking back at the magical white plumes that will forever become a part of who I am and at the same time would always leave a part of 

my heart empty forever.   As I came to learn soon after that I had witnessed breeding Snowy Egrets, the very same birds that once were 

killed by the millions and placed on ladies hats but never in my young mind could I ever imagine I would see them so grandly and so 

close to my home.  I can remember telling my newfound friends about my amazing discovery and they kind of shrugged their shoulders 

and looked at me in much the same way I looked at the Egrets. After all we were just young boys who thought the place where we lived 

would never and could never change. 

 

Now I am not sure when it was that I returned to see my wonderful birds or how much time lapsed before I peddled my bike once again 

to bear witness to this natural wonder,  but I do know when I got there the birds were gone and my heart just sank. I looked all around 

in a kind of panic !  Maybe I had the wrong street? Could this be real?   But as reality finally hit me there were no birds to be seen , no 

trees, no bird sounds only concrete and cars.  Where had they gone? How could someone do this? Were the birds hurt?  Who allowed this 

to happen?  Why was there no one else standing with me in mourning?  The loss compounded with a feeling of extreme loneliness.   Was 

no one else wondering what happened or sharing their grief along with me?  I became afraid that maybe I was the only one in the entire 

world who cared. Now only an enormous nothingness stood there, like it never happened or ever existed - my birds were gone forever. I 

rode back home constantly trying to make some sense of the tragedy I had witnessed,  I had no understanding of how those images 

would affect me throughout my life and more than 50 years later. 

 

Now I am not one of those old-timers who think everything was better in the so-called 'good old days.'  I know our New Jersey Meadow-

lands is better than it has been in many generations.   After all I grew up witnessing some of the worst crimes against nature that ever 

could be committed and now I have also been blessed to witness the Meadowlands today rising from the ashes into an incredible envi-

ronmental gem that could never have been imagined. And yet it is those losses that stay with me forever.  Through years of environmen-

tal successes and even more through the tough battles - those Snowy Egrets in those trees always seem to appear to me.  I go back and 

try to imagine what a 12 year old could have done to stop it, who should I have told and if I knew then what I know now . But of course, 

it would not have mattered but that is what loss does to us, it compounds the what ifs and never lets us forget and maybe that’s how it 

has to be. 

 

Today I am blessed to lead people through our Meadowlands, showing everyone the wonders of what can happen when good people who 

care work together to do what is right. And yes I do get to show people the great birds like our Snowy Egret that still bless our meadow-

lands but seldom do I talk about my childhood Snowies . Maybe its too difficult and maybe its still hard for me to relive, but those 

Snowy Egrets down that dead end street will always be part of the reason I do what I do . Maybe it is  out of respect or reverence  or a 

way to just  heal but I like to believe the spirit of those very same birds live in the birds that we now get to enjoy.   

 

They say an environmentalist has to believe in a better tomorrow or they could never deal with the losses that seem to always be part of 

the job. But let's all make each other a promise that no matter who we are, where we live, we will do our best to have no more losses like 

those Snowy Egrets of my childhood.  And that we will all stand together and never be the ones standing alone on a street watching our 

birds and our environment disappear for the next generation.      See You In The Meadowlands ! 
   

CELEBRATING 80 YEARS 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR OUR 80th CELEBRATION. 
 
MEADOWLANDS FESTIVAL OF  

BIRDING ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12 

 
Join BCAS and NJSEA for a 

day of birding walks and 

talks, including our guest 

speaker, Gabe Willow of the 

NYC Audubon Society.  Gabe 

will focus on optics, bird iden-

tification, beginners tips and, of course, the wonderful 

avian population itself.   

 

There will be a live Raptor demonstration by Giselle Smisko of the Avian 

Wildlife Center in Sussex County.  Field Trips, Seminars, Music by the 

HUDSON WOODPILE and much more.   Free to all. 

 

           

STEVE QUINN-WINNER OF FRANK 

M CHAPMAN AWARD !  
 

The Board Members are proud to announce 

this year's winner of the Frank M Chap-

man award .  The Chapman award will be 

presented to artist, naturalist, and author 

Stephen C. Quinn of Ridgefield Park. 

 

There is no one that has ever been more deserving of the Frank M.  

Chapman award than Stephen Quinn.  Steve literally has followed in 

Chapman's footsteps from growing up birding in many of the very same 

places in Bergen County that Chapman did -- to his amazing career at 

the American Museum of Natural History in New York. Some photos 

shown here: Wolf Diorama,  Gorilla Diorama, Climbing Virunga Volcano 

in Democratic Republic of Congo. 

 

Both men devoted their lives to protecting our birds and educating  

everyone of the wonders of the natural world.   

 

Thank you Steve, Bergen County Audubon Society is proud to present 

you with this award and we are very sure Frank M Chapman himself 

would be honored to have your name together with his on this award.   

 

PLEASE join us on September 12th at the Meadowlands Birding  

Festival when we will present Steve with this award.  These photos  

express the breadth of a career in discovery, art and science. 

 

DON TORINO-President 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY BCAS  
 
Your Board Members:   

Front row: Peggy O'Neill, Nancy Hall, Patrice  

Torino, Nancy Salvati, Marie Longo. 

Top row: Julie McCall, Marilyn Sadowski, Karen  

Nickeson, Chris Takacs, Don Torino, Joe Koscielny, 

Dave Hall. 
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CONSERVATION      KAREN NICKESON, Chair 

 
  WELCOME PURPLE MARTINS! 
 
Perhaps you recall our announcement last year of the Martin houses erected in Overpeck Park.  

We tentatively hoped they might accept our offer of housing.  Thanks to dedicated efforts by Jim 

Macaluso, a few adventurous nesters have found a home in Bergen County at Overpeck County 

Park.  Already, park visitors are having fun observing the early life cycle of these new families. 

 

The season started with a bumper crop of Tree Swallows, as well.  Unfortunately, an unseasonable 

cold snap right after Memorial Day took its toll, especially on bigger chicks that required more food 

and warmth to sustain them.  The Swallow families have produced new clutches and there is hope 

they may recover their early loss. Jim is maintaining 33 Tree Swallow and 6 House Wren nests 

this year.  Monitoring efforts by the Conservation team also include watching 14 Osprey nests by 

Jim and  8 Bald Eagle nests watched by Chris Tackas, Dee De Santis, and Don.  The Eagle nests 

have been largely successful and 11 Osprey nests look promising for success.  Beth Goldberg con-

tinues to watch our Fair Lawn Ravens that produced 3 chicks, we think, this year.   The Overpeck 

grounds crew also came to the aid of an entangled young Eagle on Overpeck Creek. 

 

Weather extremes affected species beyond our local Swallows.  Bluebirds and other species suf-

fered losses from the cold while coastal washouts also had a negative effect on northeastern shore-

bird nesters.  Please pitch in whenever you can to preserve the natural environment and support 

policy that fights climate change. 

 

Postscript from Jimmy Macaluso:  "The first photo is our older male Purple Martin, the father of the chicks that we have now and the 
second photo is his mate, a sub-adult female, meaning she was born last summer but is capable of breeding.  There are sub-adult males 
(we have four or five at the nest site) who happen to be the male in our second pair of Purple Martins that have eggs, due to hatch next 
week."  

EDUCATION        MARIE LONGO, Chair 

 

The BCAS Dick Engsberg Third Annual Teacher Appreciation Award virtual award evening was 

held on June 21st.  The award was named to honor the memory of a beloved former board member, educa-

tor, avid birder and mentor to many shown here. 

The three teachers awarded demonstrate environmental leadership and help connect their students with 

nature.  Children are our future decision makers, activists, conservationists and stewards of our planet.  

These teachers play a vital role in helping their students develop a healthy respect and concern for the 

natural world around them.   CONGRATULATIONS to them all.   They are shown in order: 

 

Craig Cohen-Memorial Middle School, Fair Lawn .  Craig teaches Science-Grades 7 & 8 

Jennifer Rupprecht-Ridgefield Memorial High School, Ridgefield.  Jennifer teaches Special Ed-Grades 9-12 

Jeffrey Train-Northern Valley Regional High School-Old Tappan.  Jeff teaches English-Grades 10-12 

     
Certified Wildlife Garden Program 
 
Our Certified Wildlife Garden program recently certified gardens in Saddle River, Teaneck, Carlstadt, Fair Lawn, Jersey 
City, Clifton and Woodland Park bringing the total number of gardens certified by BCAS to 164.  The program is based most-
ly on the amount of native plantings in your garden and is free and open to all.  Gardens big or small from terraces to farm-
lands are all eligible to apply provided they contain native plants.  Applications are available on our website, bergen-
countyaudubon.org/cwg/.  There, you’ll also find a list of native plants and a program brochure.  Once approved, you’ll receive 
a free garden sign to display in your garden.  You may also visit the National Audubon Society’s native plant database, audu-
bon.org/plantsforbirds, to learn which plants are native to your zip code.  With the declining populations of bees,  
butterflies and other pollinators, why not add a patch of natives and do your part to create much needed habitat for them. 
and other wildlife.  Not only will it benefit birds, pollinators and wildlife, it will benefit us as well. 
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Even though I had been looking at birds 

from the time I was a kid, I wasn't really a 

"serious" bird watcher. I belonged to Nation-

al Audubon and owned a dozen bird books, 

but still was casual about my birding. I 

belong to the gym at Glenpointe in Teaneck 

and discovered TCC about ten years ago or 

so and was bird watching there.   One early 

spring day I came across two people work-

ing in the Garden. Don and Marie initiated 

a conversation with me asking me if I had 

seen any good birds. I still remember telling 

them that I saw my first Yellow-bellied 

Sapsucker and was quite excited. Don sug-

gested that I come to a BCAS meeting, and 

surprisingly, since I'm not the most social 

guy in the world, I came to the next meet-

ing, and I was hooked.   Jimmy Mac 
 

 

(New member) As an avid reader of the 

Sunday Bergen Record, I noticed news arti-

cles on birding  by Jim White and Don Tori-

no in the Living section and decided to at-

tend some walks in Little Ferry, Secaucus 

and Lyndhurst.  That was how I got inter-

ested  and decided to join Bergen chapter 

this year !  I’m happy I did as Don is terrific 

and nice people in this group.  Thanks for 

listening !   Len Intorre  
 

 

I've been interested in birds since college, 

1969, and majored in what was then 

"ecology".  I've been a member of the Na-

tional Audubon Society for decades, moved 

to NJ in the '80's. Over time, I've gone on 

walks with a few "big names" in bird-

ing.    Discovered that there was a Bergen 

County Audubon Society when I went to 

Wild Birds Unlimited and became acquaint-

ed with Don Torino.  He was the motivating 

force for me to join the BCAS, and in my 

opinion, the best guide ever.  He is fully 

knowledgeable, passionate without being 

strident, approachable, and I take every 

possible opportunity to go on birding walks 

with him.   He's a fountain of infor-

mation  generous with his resources, but 

never makes the less well versed (me) feel 

ignorant.  Thanks for the opportunity to 

sing his praises.  Mary S Matsui, Phd 

 

 

One of my early memories of BCAS 

was a spring walk years ago to Garret 

Mountain led by Ken Witkowski and Harold 

Feinberg.  It was an amazing day with what 

I later learned was a "fallout" day.  Every-

where you looked, there were warblers.  I 

was hooked.  Field trips led by Ken, Harold, 

Dick Engsberg and Dave Hall opened up a 

whole new world for me and were always 

fun, informative and eye opening.  They led 

me to become more involved with BCAS, not 

only as a member, but also as Recording 

Secretary, President, and Membership 

Chair.  Beth Goldberg 

 

The first time I met Don was on a field trip 

to Losen Slote. I wore sneakers. It had 

rained the day before. I think there were 

only five or six of us on the walk. Losen 

Slote was full of mud and puddles. By the 

end of the walk my feet were soaked. I think 

it may have been Don's first organized 

Thanksgiving walk. After the walk Don said 

if I could put up with hiking through mud 

and puddles in sneakers I was welcome on 

any walk he had. I then joined Bergen 

County Audubon Society and through BCAS 

I heard of Teaneck Creek and started volun-

teering there as well.  I’ve had a lot of fun 

volunteering and going on bird walks and 

have learned so much about birds and the 

environment. It’s been a great experience.  

(Mary is a former Conservation Chair)  

Mary Kostus 
 

 

For me it was Dick Engsberg who arguably 

was the best sparrow identifier I have ever 

met! To me they were just LBJ’s (little 

brown jobs) but Dick taught me how to look 

for not only field marks but behavior.  A 

wonderfully patient man.  I did a Christmas 

count with him and nearly got frost bite- I 

learned never to wear cotton socks in the 

winter.  George D. Reskakis DDS 

 

 

I have adored birds since my childhood 

when I got my first pet canary, but I didn't 

join BCAS until the pandemic, when work-

ing from home and social distancing re-

quirements finally gave me the time and 

space to start exploring parks and nature 

preserves in New Jersey that I hadn't previ-

ously known existed (despite having lived  

here for four years). I found several great 

birding locations listed on the BCAS web-

site, and I started attending the virtual 

education programs too. Now I'm absolutely 

hooked, and so grateful to BCAS (and to the 

birds!) for bringing me joy, beauty, and 

learning in what has been a very difficult 

year-and-a-half for us all.  Thanks so much, 

Erin Meyer  
 

 

What an appropriate time to look back… I 

will be leaving NJ before the end of sum-

mer.  In researching old emails, I found that 

I joined BCAS eleven years ago, after in-

quiring about a Beginning Birders event.  I 

must have already met Don (T) but not sure 

where.  Of course, Don has been so helpful 

on walks and other events like the annual 

Ramapough Lenape Indian Nation's Pow 

Wows.  It has also been great being on 

walks when Jim Wright accompanied 

us.  My grandson Chris (also a member) and 

I have enjoyed so many BCAS events, the 

trip to the JJ Audubon house along the 

Schuylkill River (PA) stands out, and were 

looking forward to the LI trip before the 

world changed.   I’ll no longer be a New 

Jerseyan but will always be a BCAS mem-

ber, the ecological and legislative work this 

chapter does is too important not to be sup-

ported from afar.  Russ Edwards 

 

 

I think I first learned about BCAS a few 

years ago from a talk at NJBG, but I didn't 

start birding right away. Later on I got hurt 

doing alot of hiking/tennis, and I decided to 

try bird walks to enjoy the outdoors while 

injured. I remember my first BCAS walk at 

Teaneck Creek. I liked that the group was 

friendly but  focused on the birds.  I also 

remember my first BCAS chapter meeting 

about 2 years ago.  When I drove into the 

full parking lot, I thought multiple meetings 

were going on in the building.  But when I 

went inside, the lobby was full of people. 

Two men were sitting at a table with a map 

engaged in a discussion. In the main room  

Don was explaining why birding was the 

best pastime to a room full of people who 

were listening intently.   I'd been to differ-

ent environmental meetings but have never 

seen anything with that type of turnout and 

enthusiasm especially on a weeknight.   In a 

world that often forgets about nature, it was 

a pleasure to find BCAS.  Christine Toth 

MEMORIES OF LEARNING ABOUT US.  Nancy Salvati, Editor 

Yes, there are many of us.  We are volunteers, photogra-

phers, walkers, naturalists, birders, gardeners, teachers 

and students of nature.  There is one uniting thread draw-

ing us together, that is to preserve and protect the beauty of 

the natural world. and keep it safe for the next generation. 
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MEMBERS' MEMORIES (Cont'd) 
 
I recall going to my first meeting in 

2014.  Birds and the Audubon held great in-

terest for me as an occasional hiker.  As I 

grew more aware of the environment around 

me, the Bergen County Audubon had the type 

of groups and events I was looking for.  It was 

kind of like, "Yeah, I always wanted to hike 

with others who had field knowledge & this 

was my ticket!"  don't recall how I first found 

out about BCAS?  But I was immediate-

ly interested in the Backyard Wildlife Sanctu-

ary ideas.  I wanted that plaque more than 

anything!   From that first in -person meeting 

I went straight home and constructed a simple 

bird bath.   More excited than ever I was as I 

noticed an immediate  increase in bird traf-

fic.  The birds found my backyard welcoming 

and safe.  I owe that to the Audubon.  Thank 

you.  Stacey S 

 

 

A Bit of History from the Hall Family 

Dave and I became members of BCAS in the 

late 1970’s before the club became a chapter of 

National Audubon Society.  We had become 

birders the year before through a beginning 

birders and ornithology course at Pasadena 

City College in California.  When we arrived 

in New Jersey we started looking for a birding 

organization to join; we were somewhat famil-

iar with western birds, but most eastern birds 

were new to us.  

 I happened to see one of the “shoppers” that 

we got had an announcement of a program 

being given at an upcoming meeting of BCAS.  

We were thrilled to have found them!    Dewey 

Clark was president at that time and Duncan 

Wood (Woody) was in charge of field trips.  

The first trip I remember us going on was to 

the Rio Reservoir in New York to see winter-

ing bald eagles.  It was the first time either of 

us had seen a bald eagle and here there were 

so many of them perched in trees and fishing 

in the reservoir.  We went on several subse-

quent field trips led by Dewey and Joan, 

Woody, Richard Miller and many other lead-

ers. Dewey was such a great leader, willing to 

share his years of knowledge out in the field.  

      We were also fortunate in those early days 

to meet some members who were involved in 

the founding of BCAS.  Bill Downin was the 

first vice president and second president of 

BCAS and he was still active with the club 

when we joined.   

    I started on the board when Joan asked me 

if I could take minutes at one meeting since 

the recording secretary had gone off to college.  

I agreed and that one meeting turned into a 

board position as recording secretary and 

later, corresponding secretary, vice president, 

president and now co-treasurer.  Dave got 

involved too, and he has held many board 

positions, including president, and now  

director for field work.   

Dave and Nancy Hall, BCAS Board Chairs 
 
Steve Quinn, our Chapman Awardee recalls 

that he was introduced  to BCAS (then 

known as the Hackensack Audubon Society) 

on a field trip where he carried his copy of 

Roger Tory Peterson’s field guide.   Harold 

Gabriels was its President at the time and 

the leader of the trip was Dr. Sharp with 

Montclair State, looking for Northern Mock-

ingbirds, Titmice and other more southern 

birds which were uncommon in this area.  

As were Eagles and Ospreys due to the DDT 

spraying.  The greatest influence on young 

10 year-old Steve was Arthur Barber, who 

took him to participate in birdbanding 

around Overpeck, and other BCAS members 

who had talents in botany and natural sci-

ences.  He joined BCAS in the 60’s with his 

parents and besides the birding, he enjoyed 

sketching the wildlife in this area.  In 1967 

he joined the Student Conservation Program 

and wrote articles in BlueJay.  

 

 
I volunteered for a Christmas Count as a new 

birder and got the best birder in New Jersey, 

Dave Hall, to walk with along the Palisades.  I 

never learned so much in a few hours and 

looked forward to being on walks with other 

BCAS field guides like Dick Engsberg and 

Peggy O'Neill.  They would not let you walk 

away from a spotting until you had your bin-

oculars on the bird and knew the identifying 

markers.  Thanks to them all.  Nancy Salvati 
 

I think I was referred by Alice Broquist, a 

friend from Hoboken. We usually ride together 

for the events we can make. Also, Don Torino 

was always very pleasant and helpful during 

the walks. Actually, everyone was outgoing 

and welcoming which is why I joined and re-

joined your membership. I was really sad the 

trip to Sagamore Hill was cancelled. I know it 

was necessary but hope someday we can actu-

ally make the trip to Long Island.  Dorothy 
Sippo 

 

To get my yard certified, my earthy 

space, became my immediate goal through 

Bergen County Audubon and hopefully  it 

is influential in educating and getting others 

to countrify their properties,too. The concept 

of making each and every property more wild-

life and bird welcome struck a chord with me, 

since more good can be done with less money 

spread over an even greater land area of lush 

natural space less urbanized.  That left me in 

control and not needing some organization to 

be trusted to act well for me through funding 

which can be subject to abuse the world over. 

This was such a better way of getting things 

done.  Keep the movement going. Green Lives 

Matter!  Not that I am a big fan of lawn signs, 

but I do like seeing yours. Charlene Fuhrman, 

MPA 

 

When my spouse learned that I had been an 

Audubon member since high school I could see 

his concern at dues times many years.  I  

assured him that for most of the years the 

dues was $2. Hearing Roger Tory Peterson 

speak was a highlight for me. 

Edith Wallace  

 

SCHEDULE OF MONTHLY EVENTS & MEETINGS -  
SEPTEMBER-NOVEMBER 21  

 
September 12 - BCAS Birding Festival.  

 

September 21 - 7:30 pm Karl Soehnlein  speaking about the State Line Hawk Watch. 

 

October 5  -  7:30 pm Jim Wright will talk about his new book,  

The Real James Bond.   
 

 

November 9   - 7:30 pm Robert Ceberio will discuss the History of the Meadowlands . 

 

Contact Marilyn Sadowski  at  201 982-0483 

for speaker and program suggestions. 
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ANNOUNCING THE 12TH ANNUAL  

“BCAS/HAROLD FEINBERG CONSERVATION AWARD" 

 
One of the best things about leading Bergen Audubon as the President has been the opportunity to meet many devoted, hard-
working people in many small communities around Bergen County that are committed  to conservation and making the envi-
ronment a better place for their neighbors and the wildlife around them. These unsung heroes have given of themselves with 
little recognition and often with personal sacrifice. So it is in their honor that we are proud to announce our annual “Bergen 
County Audubon/Harold Feinberg Conservation Award”.  
 
This award is named in honor of Harold Feinberg, a long time member and field trip chairman for many years. Harold had 
been a mentor, an enthusiastic supporter of our endeavors and had always given freely of his expertise with a combination of 
patience and knowledge that few possess.  We are asking you to nominate a candidate that you think should be recognized with 
this award. Please send us the name of someone who you think has worked on behalf of the environment and the BCAS board 
will consider them for the Award.  (Current BCAS board members are not eligible). 
 

Nominations must include:  

a) Name and address or phone number of the individual. b) Description of their accomplishment; why you think this individual

(s) should receive this award (400 words or less). c) Your name and address or phone number.  

 

All nominations must be received no later than September 30, 2021.   Award presentation  in December .  
  -Submissions may be mailed to BCAS, PO Box 235, Paramus, NJ 07653 or email to Don Torino at greatauk4@gmail.com 
 

BIG THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS SPRING COUNT DONORS.             PEGGY  O'NEILL, FUNDIRAISING 

 
On May 8, 2021 BCAS held its annual Spring Bird Count -110 Total Species, 2508 total birds.   

You all helped us continue our mission to preserve and protect the native wildlife in Bergen County and the surrounding area 

as well as provide education to our local schools through Audubon Adventures.    

      *    *    *    *    * 
THANKS TO  CHRISTINA ANDROSKI, BENEVITY-MATCHING GRANT FOR BENJAMIN MOORE COMPANY, KATY 

BERMAN,  TRACY CARCIONE, LINDA CARMODY, ELYSE CONSTANTIN, PEDRO CRUZ,  

DONNA DANGER, LYNN DEHN, LOUIS DISCEPOLA, FIDELITY CHARITABLE TRUST, BENITA FISHBEIN, JAMES  

FOLEY, FRIENDS OF HACKENSACK RIVER GREENWAY, GARDEN CLUB OF HACKENSACK, BETH GOLDBERG,  

NANCY GRAY. DAVE/NANCY HALL, JEWISH FAMILY&CHILDREN'S SERVICES  ART/LUDMILLA JOHNSON,  

JOHNSON&JOHNSON MATCHING GRANT, MICHAEL KING, ICRAM KHALL, DAVID KLEMER, JAMES MACALUSO,  

DOROTHEA MATTHEWS, LORRAINE MATYS, DAVID MAUSER, DENNIS MURPHY, NETWORK FOR GOOD-FACEBOOK 

DONATIONS, QUEENIE NORTEN, EUGENE OTTEN, OLLIE OTTENS, SUZ PETERSON, DAVE/LYNN PETRONELLA, 

MARTIN PRINCE, ZEHOVA ROSENBERG, MARILYN SADOWSKI, NANCY SALVATI, DENNIS SANTELLA, MARTIN/

LINDA STIO, RACHEL STEIN, PAT TORINO, UNITED WAY OF CHICAGO, DALE VANJO, PATRICIA VERNON.  

TOTAL- $8038.82 

 

Memorial tribute for Laszlo Berkovits -by Edna Berkovits Book Club Friends -       $200 

Celebration Tribute - Shelley/Marty Becker in honor of 80th birthday of  Jeanne Becker       $54 

 

          Grand Total $8,292.82   
I apologize for any mistakes and if notified will correct in the next issue. 

Stay Safe /Stay Happy.         

CHECK THE BCAS WEBSITE FOR UPDATES ON PROGRAMS AND FIELD TRIPS.   
Go to  bergencountyaudubon.org 
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28TH ANNUAL BCAS SPRING COUNT --         MAY 8, 2021 

    110 Total Species,   2508 total birds     by DAVE HALL 

 
Nice Variety of Migrant Birds  
BCAS conducted its annual Spring Count on Saturday, May 8.  While we widened our survey to include a larger area 

this year due to COVID restrictions, we had fewer participants than normal. The weather was quite nice, much more 

pleasant compared to Count Day in 2020. But we could have used more people to help find the birds. Our overall 

count totals are quite low.  The species list is disappointing.   

 

Migrant birds were coming through our area in fairly normal numbers, and were showing off their brightest spring 

finery. I have highlighted several species that were especially nice to discover, since they stay here only briefly, or 

because they are so well hidden in their habitats. Compared to any Christmas Bird Count, the Spring Count always 

delivers a wider range of species as migrants pass through the region, but total numbers of birds per species tends to 

be lower than in mid-winter, since the bulk of birdlife is now in transit.    

 

I wish to thank all of you who did come out for all or part of the day, and I encourage more members to join us next 

year! 

Double-crested Cormorant  17 

Great Blue Heron    2 

Great Egret   10 

Snowy Egret     2 

Green-backed Heron    2 

Black-crowned Night Heron    1 

Mute Swan     2 

Canada Goose   142 

Wood Duck   11 

American Black Duck    4 

Mallard   73 

Northern Shoveler    1 

Turkey Vulture  11 

Black Vulture     1 

Osprey      5 

Bald Eagle     7 

Red-tailed Hawk   10 

Wild Turkey     3 

Clapper Rail     1 

Killdeer     1 

Wilson’s Phalarope    2 

Greater Yellowlegs    1 

Lesser Yellowlegs    6 

Solitary Sandpiper    2 

Spotted Sandpiper    2 

Semipalmated Sandpiper 45 

Ring-billed Gull    7 

Gr. Black-backed Gull    3 

Forster's Tern   12 

Rock Dove   115 

Mourning Dove   93 

Great-horned Owl     2 

Chimney Swift   67 

Ruby-thr. Hummingbird   1 

Belted Kingfisher    2 

Red-bellied Woodpecker 40 

Downy Woodpecker  19 

Hairy Woodpecker   6 

Northern Flicker  18 

Pileated Woodpecker    2 

Eastern Phoebe    2 

Gr. Crested Flycatcher  10 

Eastern Kingbird    3 

Tree Swallow   13 

N. Rough-winged Swallow 18 

Bank Swallow     2 

Barn Swallow   48 

Blue Jay   114 

American Crow  27 

Fish Crow     8 

Black-capped Chickadee  11 

Tufted Titmouse  15 

White-breasted Nuthatch  8 

Carolina Wren   13 

House Wren   11 

Marsh Wren     4 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet    1 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher  10 

Veery      2 

Hermit Thrush     1 

Wood Thrush   19 

American Robin   203 

Gray Catbird   104 

Northen Mockingbird  16 

Brown Thrasher    1 

European Starling  63 

Red-eyed Vireo      6 

Yellow-throated Vireo    1 

Warbling Vireo   12 

Blue-winged Warbler    2 

Northern Parula Warbler 45 

Yellow Warbler   39 

Chestnut-sided Warbler   2 

Magnolia Warbler    3 

Black-throated Blue Warbler 15 

Nashville Warbler    2 

Yellow-rumped Warbler  57 

Black-throated Green Warbler 17 

Blackburnian Warbler    1 

Bay-breasted Warbler    1 

Black & White Warbler 31 

American Redstart  15 

Worm-eating Warbler    1 

Ovenbird   18 

Northern Waterthrush    4 

Common Yellowthroat  29 

Canada Warbler    1 

Scarlet Tanager    2 

Northern Cardinal  48 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak   4 

Indigo Bunting     2 

Rufous-sided Towhee    2 

Chipping Sparrow    9 

Field Sparrow      1 

Savannah Sparrow  21 

Song Sparrow   22 

Swamp Sparrow    6 

White-throated Sparrow 42 

Bobolink      7 

Red-winged Blackbird  173 

Rusty Blackbird    4 

Common Grackle  91 

Brown-headed Cowbird 21 

Orchard Oriole     4 

Baltimore Oriole  35 

Purple Finch     6 

House Finch   25 

American Goldfinch  69 

House Sparrow   142 

Monk Parakeet     8 

 

 

2508 birds  

110 species  

20 participants 
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BERGEN COUNTY AUDUBON SOCIETY 

A CHAPTER OF THE 

NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 235 

Paramus, NJ 07653-0235 

Bergen County Audubon Society is 
a chapter of the National Audubon 
Society. As Members of Bergen 
County Audubon Society, we share 
a love for birds and a concern for 
the environment. Our mission is to 
promote and protect wildlife in 
their natural habitat by providing 
opportunities for observation and 
conservation. 
 
All field trips and programs are 
open to the public and free of 
charge. 

Dated Material 

July 2021 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. Postage  

PAID 
Permit No. 28 

Hackensack, NJ 

WWW.BERGENCOUNTYAUDUBON.ORG 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 2021 

Please enroll me as a member of the Bergen Audubon Society (Q07) and/or the National Audubon Society.  My check is 

enclosed for 

(  ) $20 Chapter Sustaining Member or (  ) $35 Family Membership.   All funds stay in our area, helping us to support 

local efforts and provide services in Bergen County and surrounding areas.  Make check payable to Bergen County Audubon. 

(  )$20 - National Audubon Society Member.  (1st year rate for new NAS members only). Includes Chapter membership.  

Make check payable to National Audubon Society.  

Name: _____________________________________________________ 

Address :__________________________________________________   

City:_____________________________ State:____  Zip:___________  

Phone: (____)_______________________________________________ 

E-mail (I would like to be notified of upcoming events online and receive the newsletter electronically.)  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please mail to : BCAS Membership Chair, PO Box 235, Paramus, NJ 07653-0235 

 

Volunteer opportunities in local chapter activities or committees are available.  Please circle your interest and mail with 

your subscription or see any officer or chair at one of the meetings. 

__ Conservation    __   Membership    __  Publicity    __  Field Trips     

 ___ Education ___ Newsletter/Website ___ Gardening                                


